
Due to our fiftieth anniversary, a lot of 
additional planning and fund-raising had to 
be done to support special events. All these 
events would not have been made possible 
without the partnership, commitment, 
work, and support of our LASA President, 
Gilbert Joseph. Thank you for all your 
work, Gil! We are also looking forward 
to another exciting Film Festival program 
in the hands of our gifted festival director, 
Claudia Ferman. Thank you, Claudia, 
for the festival and for the additional 
work of helping us with our anniversary 
documentary. Thanks also to the program 
co-chairs, Amy Chazkel and Ariel Armony, 
for their work on assembling the largest 
Congress program in the history of LASA.

Finally, with the membership of LASA 
continually rising, we would not be able 
to do the work we do today without the 
tireless efforts of the LASA Secretariat staff. 
It takes a village to support our more than 
twelve thousand members, and I cannot 
thank the staff enough. Pilar Rodriguez, 
Congress Coordinator and Operations 
Manager; Israel Perlov, Membership 
Coordinator; Sara Lickey, Communications 
Specialist; Maria Soledad Cabezas, Special 
Projects Coordinator; John Meyers, 
Technology Specialist; Paloma Díaz, Social 
Media Coordinator; and Mirna Kolbowski, 
Financial Administrator: thank you! I 
would also like to especially thank the 
Congress staff who accompany us every 
year and support our members to make 
their experience memorable. We hope this 
anniversary Congress is an unforgettable 
one!

Milagros Pereyra-Rojas 
Executive Director, Latin American  
Studies Association 
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LASA has reached its fiftieth anniversary 
as the largest professional association 
encouraging discussion, research, and 
teaching on Latin America and the 
Caribbean and its people throughout the 
Americas, and we are celebrating with 
you! Thank you for making LASA what 
it is today and accompanying us in what 
it hopes to be in the future. This year we 
have many organizations, institutions, 
and individuals to be grateful to for their 
partnership. Our Fund-Raising Gala 
celebrating our anniversary, to take place at 
the United Nations, would not have been 
made possible without our benefactors: 
Columbia University, City University of 
New York, Florida International University, 
New York University, Yale University, 
and the Tinker Foundation Incorporated. 
We thank them for their sponsorship, 
along with that of our other patrons and 
contributors.

As in previous years, many participants 
and students living in Latin America and 
the Caribbean would not have been able 
to attend LASA without the financial 
support of the Tinker Foundation, the 
Ford Foundation, the Inter-American 
Foundation, and the individuals who 
contributed to the LASA Travel Fund, 
the Student Fund, the Indigenous and 
Afro-descendant Travel Fund, and the 
LASA Endowment. Proceeds from the 
Endowment are used every year to support 
hundreds of Latin American scholars with 
travel grants. We also greatly appreciate the 
Avina Foundation’s generous grant for the 
Kalman Silvert Award Life Memberships, 
and Oxfam America’s contribution to the 
Martin Diskin Lectureship. 
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