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Pacífico),	and	Manuel	Ruiz	(Meanders);	
and	from	the	USA,	director	Maria	Teresa	
Rodríguez	and	producer	Kathryn	Smith	
Pyle	(Children of Memory);	Professor	Jeff	
Gould	(La palabra en el bosque);	and	
scholar,	author,	filmmaker,	and	recipient		
of	multiple	awards	Saul	Landau	(Will the 
Terrorists Please Stand Up).		Santhosh	
Daniel,	Director	of	Programs	for	The	
Global	Film	Initiative,	will	introduce	the	
work	of	the	organization.

I	would	like	to	extend	special	thanks	for	
the	support	and	collaboration	offered	to	
the	LASA	Festival	by	the	ICAU	(Uruguayan	
Film	and	Audiovisual	Institute),	INCAA	
(National	Institute	of	Cinema	and	
Audiovisual	Arts,	Argentina),	and	the	
producer	and	distributor	Wanda	Vision.

Hope	to	see	you	all	in	San	Francisco.

The	violence	of	the	1970s	and	80s	is	
revisited	from	new	perspectives,	with	
testimonial	documentaries	by	and		
about	the	children	of	Chilean	militants	
(The Chilean Building and Generation 
Exile).  Also,	the	Festival	is	presenting	a	
film	exploring	the	less-known	question	of	
children	abducted	in	El	Salvador	during		
the	armed	confrontation	(Children of 
Memory).  Other	themes	explored	in	the	
festival	are:	Labor	and	the	Environment,	
Puerto	Rican	Studies,	Staged	Dance,	
Memory,	and	Trials	of	the	Paramilitary.1

The	festival	will	also	pay	deserved	homage	
to	the	commitment	of	filmmakers	and	
lovers	of	Latin	American	cinema.	There		
will	be	an	impeccable	documentary	on	the	
filmmaker	Jorge	Prelorán,	and	two	films		
on	“cinematographic	activism”:	a	fictional	
and	comic	evocation	of	the	work	of	the	
Uruguayan	Cinematheque	(A Useful Life),	
and	a	documentary	on	the	Cinematheque	
of	the	Third	World	(C3M). 

A	group	of	directors	and	producers		
will	attend	the	festival:	from	Colombia,	
directors	Samuel	Córdoba	(Tumaco 

This	new	edition	of	the	Festival	offers	three	
intensive	days	of	documentary	and	fiction	
cinema,	which	range	from	important	recent	
historical	drama	productions	to	
experimental	cinema.  An	important	
innovation	for	this	edition	is	the	work		
we	are	inaugurating	with	specialists	in	
Latin	American	cinema,	whose	special	
curatorship	for	the	festival	features	recent	
cinema	from	Colombia	and	Uruguay:	
Pedro	Adrián	Zuluaga	and	Juana	Suárez	
(Colombia);	and	Gustavo	Remedi	
(Uruguay).  In	addition	to	these	two	
Festival	foci	and	in	keeping	with	the	theme	
of	the	Congress,	“Towards	the	Third	
Century	of	Independence,”	the	Festival	
presents	a	series	on	the Libertadores,	the	
national	heroes	of	American	Independence,	
four	films	made	in	connection	with	the	
Bicentennials	focusing	on	the	figures	of		
José	Artigas,	Manuel	Belgrano,	José	Martí,	
and	José	de	San	Martín.   

This	edition	of	the	Festival	also	includes	
documentaries	on	Liberation	Theology,	
with	a	film	about	Bishop	Oscar	Romero,	
and	another	on comunidades de base in	
El	Salvador	(La palabra en el bosque).  

Film	Festival	at	LASA2012
�� 	cLaudia FerMan 	|		University	of	Richmond		|		cferman@richmond.edu

on lasa2012

1	 Due	to	space	constraints	we	are	including	here	
only	film	titles.  For	a	complete	record,	please	
glance	at	the	festival	program.  n
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LASA2012	Exhibitors

on lasa2012

Alternative: An International Journal of 
Indigenous Peoples

Altexto. Editoriales Universitarias y 
Académicas de México

Americas Media Initiative  
(Chiapas Media Project)

Association Book Exhibit

Bolerium Books

Cambridge University Press

Center for Latin American Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley

CIDE (Centro de Investigación y  
Docencias Económicas)

CIESAS (Centro de Investigaciones  
y Estudios Superiores en Antropología 
Social)

CSIC: Departamento de Publicaciones 

Cubanabooks

David Rockefeller Center for Latin American 
Stuides (Harvard University)

Duke University Press 

El Colegio de la Frontera Norte

El Colegio de México

First Peoples: New Directions in  
Indigenous Studies 

FLACSO Ecuador

FLACSO México

Gale, Cengage Learning

Global Exchange

Hackett Publishing Co.

Haymarket Books

Hispanic American Periodicals Index/  
Latin Americanist Research Resources 
Project

Iberoamericana Editorial Velvert

Institute of International Education and  
IAF Fellowship Program

Instituto Internacional de Literatura 
Iberoamericana (IILI)

Latin American & Caribbean Art and Culture

Latin American Book Source, Inc. 

Latin American Perspectives

Lexington Books

Libros Latinos 

Lynne Rienner Publishers

Macmillan

Middlebury Language Schools and  
Schools Abroad

Nicaragua Photo Testimony

OCEAN PRESS

Oxford University Press

Palgrave Macmillan

Pathfinder Press

Penguin Group (USA)

Penn State University Press

Project Muse

Random House

Routledge,  Taylor & Francis Group

Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group

Stanford University Press

The Edwin Mellen Press

The Scholar Choice

The University of Texas Press

The University of Wisconsin Press

Universidad de Chile/ Economics  
and Business

University of Arizona Press

University of California Press 

University of New Mexico Press

University of North Carolina Press

University of Notre Dame Press

University of Oklahoma Press

University of Pittsburgh Press

University Press of Florida

US Air Force/ Air & Space Power Journal

Vanderbilt University Press

Visual Aids For Latin American Studies

Washington Office on Latin America

Wiley-Blackwell

 
 
lAsA combined Table

Pluto Journals 

Temple University Press

Lectorum Publications

Kumarian Press (Stylus Publishing)

Federal University of São Carlos/  
Sociology Department

Begoña Leyra Fatou

Berghahn Books, Inc.

Saint Joseph’s University Press

Ingrid Galster, Universidad de Paderborn

Syracuse University Press

Food First/ Institute for Food and 
Development Policy

The University of Chicago Press

The MIT Press
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Contracted hotels

The	San	Francisco	Marriott	Marquis	is		
the	main	site	for	LASA2012.

San	Francisco	Marriott	Marquis		
(Congress hotel)
55	4th	Street	
San	Francisco,	CA	94103	
Tel:	(415)	896-1600

Overflow hotels:

Intercontinental	San	Francisco	
888	Howard	Street	
San	Francisco,	CA,	94103		
Tel:	(415)	616	6500

Holiday	Inn	Golden	Gateway		
(LASA	will	provide	a	3-day	
transportation	ticket	upon	your	
registration	at	the	hotel)		
1500	Van	Ness	Avenue	
San	Francisco,	CA	94109		
Tel:	(415)	441	4000

The	Mosser	Hotel		
54	Fourth	Street	
San	Francisco,	CA	94103	
Tel:	(415)	986	4400	

Transportation from the Airport to hotels

San	Francisco	International	Airport	(SFO)	
is	located	about	14	miles	from	the	hotel.	
Airport	shuttles,	taxis	and	limousines	are	
available	to	the	hotel	from	SFO	as	well		
as	the	subway,	BART.	(Go	to	the	
transportation	tab	to	find	different	
discounts).	Cars	can	be	rented	at	the	
airport	and	the	hotels.

Check-In

For	LASA2012,	registered	participants	will	
receive	in	advance	a	name	badge	and	badge	
holder	by	postal	mail.	The	program	book	
and	other	information	will	be	given	at	the	
time	of	check-in.	

Participants	are	urged	to	give	themselves	
ample	time	to	check	in	before	their	
scheduled	sessions.	Individuals	planning	on	
attending	Thursday	morning	sessions	
should	consider	checking	in	at	7:00	pm	to	
10:00pm	on	Wednesday,	if	at	all	possible.	
(At	any	rate,	people	planning	on	attending	
the	Welcoming	Reception	and	Awards	
Ceremony	on	Wednesday	night	will	be	
required	to	wear	their	badges.)	

On-Site Registration

Individuals	registering	on	site	should	
proceed	to	the	On-Site	Registration	area		
to	pay	the	required	fees	and	receive	their	
materials.	MasterCard	and	Visa	credit	
cards,	checks	written	on	U.S.-based	banks,	
and	U.S.	currency	will	be	accepted.

Congress Sessions and Proceedings

Sessions	will	be	held	in	the	San	Francisco	
Marriott	Marquis	Hotel.	Congress	papers	
received	by	the	Secretariat	by	May	1st	
deadline	will	be	posted	to	the	LASA	
website	before	the	start	of	the	meeting.

LASA2012	Local	Logistics

Registration

As	in	the	past,	all	LASA	Congress	
participants	and	attendees	must	be	
registered;	no	exceptions	can	be	made.	The	
deadline	for	paper	presenters	to	preregister	
was	December	15,	2011.	The	Secretariat	
extended	the	deadline	through	the	end	of	
March	2012	in	order	to	give	participants	
more	time	to	make	arrangements	to	attend.	
Preregistered	participants	should	have	
received	their	name	badges	by	postal	mail.		
	
Registration	and	Check-In	Areas	will	be	
located	in	the	San	Francisco	Marriott	
Marquis,	at	the	Yerba	Buena	Ballroom	
(Lower	B2	Level)	for	LASA2012.	
Participants	are	encouraged	to	check	in	for	
the	Congress	starting	on	Wednesday	23th	
from	7:00pm	to	10:00pm.		
	
Registration	and	check-in	hours:	

	 Wednesday	23,	7:00	pm	–	10:00pm	
	 Thursday	24,	7:00	am	–	8:00	pm		
	 Friday	25,	7:00	am	–	8:00	pm		
	 Saturday	26,	7:30	am	–	2:00	pm	

on lasa2012
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Constancias

Constancias	for	LASA2012	may	be	picked	
up	on	Saturday	26	at	the	Registration	Area	
located	in	the	San	Francisco	Marriott	
Marquis	Hotel	at	the	Yerba	Buena	
Ballroom	(Lower	B2	Level).		If	you	are	
leaving	earlier,	you	may	pick	it	up	after	
your	panel	presentation.  n

Audio/Visual Equipment

LASA	will	be	providing	an	LCD	projector	
and	screen	as	well	as	a	laptop	with	the	
proper	connections	in	each	session	meeting	
room.	Separate	audio	and	video	equipment	
will	not	be	provided.	Any	video	
presentations	should	be	recorded	on	DVD	
or	any	other	media	so	they	may	be	viewed	
via	the	laptop.	Presenters	will	be	required	
to	provide	their	own	speakers	if	needed.		
AV	staff	will	be	available	if	participants	
experience	any	problems	with	the	
equipment.	Internet	connections	will	not		
be	available	in	session	meeting	rooms.

Child Care

LASA	will	subsidize	the	cost	of	child	care	
for	accepted	participants	who	are	taking	
their	children	to	San	Francisco.	LASA		
will	provide	reimbursements	at	the	rate		
of	US	$10.00	per	hour	for	one	child	and	
US	$12.00	for	two	or	more	children,	for		
a	maximum	of	10	hours.

LASA	maximum	responsibility	per	family	
will	be	$	100.00	for	one	child	and	$120.00	
for	two	or	more	children.	A	parent	who	
bills	LASA	for	childcare	must	be	a	2012	
member	of	the	Association	and	a	registered	
attendee	of	LASA2012.	To	receive	
reimbursement,	the	parent	must	submit	the	
original	bill	from	the	caregiver,	with	the	
name(s)	of	the	child(ren),	and	the	dates	of	
the	service,	to	the	LASA	Secretariat	on	or	
before	July	15,	2012.	
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high-income	countries	under	a	liberal	
foreign	trade	and	investment	regime	and	
have	been	considered	success	stories	in	
their	own	regions,	and	sometimes	beyond.		
Finally,	we	chose	countries	from	different	
parts	of	the	world	to	explore	the	
importance	of	location	and	time	in	a	
comparison	of	upgrading	experiences.	

Each	author	examines	the	nature	of	
structural	change	and	productivity	growth	
in	one	of	the	five	countries.		We	analyze	
how	the	development	and	interaction	of	
social	and	firm	level	capabilities,	the	nature	
of	foreign	direct	investment	(FDI),	the	role	
and	impact	of	different	government	
policies,	and	location	and	time-specificity	
account	for	the	particular	upgrading	
outcomes	of	the	countries.		Due	to	space	
constraints	I	limit	the	discussion	of	the	
project	results	to	three	lessons.

First,	the	case	studies	show	that	income	
convergence	does	not	necessarily	imply	
capability	convergence	and	broad-based	
upgrading.		In	at	least	three	of	the	cases,	an	
assessment	of	development	success	based	
on	growth	differs	considerably	from	an	
assessment	based	on	capability	
advancement.		Second,	the	country	studies	
demonstrate	that	strategic,	proactive	and	
coherent	government	policies	for	the	
advancement	of	social	and	firm-level	
capabilities	are	a	critical	determinant	of	
upgrading,	both	at	the	country	level	and	in	
the	development	of	“pockets	of	excellence.”		
Thus,	the	project	makes	an	important	
contribution	to	the	ongoing	discussion	
about	the	role	of	industrial	policies	in	
addressing	pro-growth	structural	change	
and	broad-based	upgrading.	

Third,	the	trans-regional	comparison	
demonstrates	the	peril	of	neglecting	the	
development	of	local	firm	capabilities	Small	
countries	are	more	prone	to	rely	on	FDI	for	
upgrading.		Indeed,	in	all	five	countries,	

that	of	China;	by	2010,	it	had	fallen	below	
that	of	China	(see	accompanying	chart).

Producers	in	Latin	American	countries	
increasingly	find	that	they	can	no	longer	
compete	with	producers	in	low	wage	
countries	in	the	export	of	standardized	
products,	but	that	they	have	not	developed	
the	capabilities	to	compete,	on	a	broad	
basis,	in	the	exports	of	skill	and	
knowledge-intensive	goods	and	services.		
Middle	income	countries	in	Latin	America	
and	elsewhere	now	run	the	risk	of	being	
trapped,	of	being	pushed	onto	the	low	road	
of	change,	where	declining	wages,	not	
rising	productivity,	form	the	basis	for	
competitiveness	and	growth.

To	understand	better	how	countries	can	
achieve	broad-based	upgrading	to	confront	
the	middle	income	trap,	we	developed	an	
analytical	framework	that	links	the	
macroeconomic	context	with	
microeconomic	behavior	and	
mesoeconomic	conditions.		This	
capabilities-based	approach	advances	the	
theoretical	debate	by	merging	structuralist,	
evolutionary	and	global	value	chain	
analysis.		It	deliberately	shifts	the	focus	
from	growth	to	upgrading,	and	thus	to	
learning	processes,	policy	interventions,	
and	the	interactions	among	social	and	
firm-level	capabilities	in	the	context	of	path	
dependency	and	location	and	time-specific	
contingencies.

The	country	studies	use	the	capabilities-
based	approach	to	analyze	upgrading	
processes	and	outcomes	in	five	small	
latecomers.		We	focused	on	small	countries	
because	most	middle	income	countries	are	
small	and	do	not	have	the	advantages	of	
internal	market	size	and	bargaining	power	
of	large	latecomers	like	Brazil,	India,	and	
China,	and	thus	tend	to	be	more	open	to	
trade	and	investment.		We	chose	countries	
that	narrowed	the	income	gap	with	

Can	Latin	America	Escape	the	Middle	Income	Trap?		
Lessons	from	a	Trans-Regional	Comparison
by	eva pauS		|		Mount	Holyoke	College	MA		|		Project	leader		|		epaus@mtholyoke.edu	

In	the	fall	of	2009,	we	received	a	Mellon-
LASA	grant	to	explore	policy	solutions	for	
overcoming	the	middle	income	trap.		Our	
working	group	met	several	times,	and	we	
presented	preliminary	findings	at	the	LASA	
meetings	in	Toronto	(fall	2010),	at	a	
conference	in	Costa	Rica	organized	by	José	
Cordero	from	the	University	of	Costa	Rica	
(spring	2011)	and	at	the	SASE	meetings	in	
Madrid	(summer	2011).	The	final	results	of	
the	project	will	be	published	in	Studies in 
Comparative International Development	
this	summer.		The	forthcoming	special	issue	
includes	an	introductory	article	that	lays	
out	the	common	analytical	framework	and	
summarizes	the	main	results	(Eva	Paus,	
Mount	Holyoke	College),	and	five	articles	
with	individual	country	studies:	Chile	
(Esteban	Pérez	Caldentey,		ECLAC);	the	
Dominican	Republic	(Diego	Sanchez-
Ancochea,	Oxford	University);	Jordan	
(Luis	Abugattas	Majluf,	international	
consultant);	Ireland	(Eva	Paus);	and	
Singapore	(Penelope	Prime,	Mercer	
University).		Below	is	a	brief	summary	of	
the	project	and	some	of	the	main	findings.

The	high	road	to	economic	development	
involves	a	process	of	structural	changein	
which	production	shifts	increasingly	
towards	activities	with	greater	value	added	
and	knowledge-intensity.		The	failure	of	
Washington	Consensus	policies	to	engender	
such	structural	transformation	has	become	
more	apparent	in	recent	years,	as	
international	competition	has	intensified	
and	China	has	become	a	strong	competitor	
in	low	as	well	as	high-tech	goods.		Middle	
income	countries	find	themselves	between	a	
rock	and	a	hard	place.		On	the	one	hand,	
they	have	not	made	headway	in	catching	
up	with	the	high-income	countries	of	the	
OECD,	with	a	persisting	income	gap	of	
more	than	80	percent.		On	the	other	hand,	
they	have	lost	ground	vis-à-vis	China	at	an	
astonishing	rate.		In	1980,	their	average	
GDP	percapitawas	seven	times	higher	than	

special projects
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governments	envisioned	FDI	to	play	a	key	
role	in	the	country’s	development.		But	the	
case	studies	demonstrate	that	production	
by	Transnational	Corporation	(TNC)	
affiliates	in	the	host	country	does	not	
automatically	contribute	to	increasing	local	
firm	capabilities,	and	that,	in	the	context	of	
changing	national	and	global	conditions,	
reallocation	ofTNC	production	may	be	
more	likely	than	upgrading	of	TNC	
production	in	the	host	country.

The	comparative	case	studies	suggest	that	
the	best	shot	at	an	escape	from	the	middle	
income	trap	is	a	shift	in	the	analytical	focus	
from	growth	to	capability-accumulation	
and	a	shift	in	the	policy	focus	from	the	
current	faith	in	a	market-led	process	of	
upgrading	to	an	embrace	of	a	proactive	
state	to	support	the	synergistic	
advancement	of	social	and	firm-level	
capabilities.		Effective	states	may	be	hard	to	
build,	but	they	have	become	essential	in	the	
current	process	of	China-dominated	
globalization.

Source: Calculations based on World Development Indicators.

GDP p.c. of Middle Income Countries excl. China 
Relative to China and to High-Income OECD
(constant 2005 PPP)





The Latin American Studies Association (LASA)	 is	 the	 largest	

professional	 association	 in	 the	 world	 for	 individuals	 and	

institutions	engaged	in	the	study	of	Latin	America.	With	over	

5,500	members,	thirty-five	percent	of	whom	reside	outside	the	

United	States,	LASA	is	the	one	association	that	brings	together	

experts	 on	 Latin	 America	 from	 all	 disciplines	 and	 diverse	

occupational	endeavors,	across	the	globe.

LASA’s	mission	 is	 to	 foster	 intellectual	 discussion,	 research,	 and	

teaching	 on	 Latin	 America,	 the	 Caribbean,	 and	 its	 people	

throughout	 the	Americas,	 promote	 the	 interests	 of	 its	 diverse	

membership,	and	encourage	civic	engagement	through	network	

building	and	public	debate.
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