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news from lasa

In Memoriam

Sociologist and  Central American labor 
scholar Henry J. (Hank) Frundt, Professor of 
Sociology at Ramapo College of N.J., died 
on September 16, 2010 after a courageous 
struggle with cancer.  Hank was born and 
raised in Blue Earth, Minnesota.  He was the 
eldest of five children.  In 1958, he entered 
the Jesuit seminary at St. Louis University, 
where he earned a Masters degree in 
sociology.  He received a Ph.D. from Rutgers 
University in 1978 and joined the faculty of 
Ramapo College where he taught for the 
past thirty eight years.

Professor Frundt was a member of the Latin 
American Studies Association  (LASA) from 
1985 to 2010.  He was an active member of 

the Labor Studies and Central America 
Sections of LASA, and made generous 
monetary contributions to the Association 
over the years.

He authored several books on workers’ 
rights in Latin America, including Refreshing 
Pauses: Coca-Cola and Human Rights in 
Guatemala (Praeger Publishers, 1987), 
documenting one of the first international 
labor solidarity campaigns with workers in 
Latin America; Trade Conditions and Labor 
Rights: US Initiatives, Dominican and 
Central American Responses (University 
Press of Florida, 1998) and, most recently, 
Fair Bananas: Farmers, Workers and 
Consumers Strive to Change an Industry 

(University of Arizona Press, 2009), which 
he completed while undergoing treatment.

Hank was a staunch fighter for social justice 
throughout his life.  He was an advocate for 
workers’ rights in Guatemala and Central 
America for many years.  He was an active 
member of the U.S. Labor Education in the 
Americas Project, serving on its board for 
many years.  He was an officer of the 
American Federation of Teachers unit at 
Ramapo and its delegate to the AFL-CIO 
Industrial Union Council of New Jersey.

Hank is survived by his wife Bette, their six 
children and eight grandchildren. ■




