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Presenting were President Eric Hershberg, 
President-elect John Coatsworth, Treasurer 
Kevin Middlebrook, LARR Editor Philip 
Oxhorn, LASA2009 Program Co-chair 
Evelyne Huber, and Executive Director 
Milagros Pereyra.

President’s Report

President Hershberg greeted the audience 
and indicated that LASA2009 was a 
Congress of larger scale than any that had 
taken place previously.  The long lines at 
registration the day before were one 
symptom of that.  Hershberg was pleased 
that despite the economic difficulties in the 
United States more than $350,000 had been 
secured for travel grants for Latin Americans 
and for graduate students.  The cancellation 
of the Book Exhibit had been a major 
disappointment; however he was confident 
that it would return for LASA2010 in 
Toronto.  LASA’s request for licenses for 
Cuban scholars to participate in LASA2009 
had been approved just prior to the 
Congress.  (The approval of licenses is 
required in order that LASA may provide 
funding to Cuban residents.)  The granting of 
licenses bodes well not only for LASA but for 
other institutions that seek to fund Cuban 
travel to conferences.

Treasurer’s Report

LASA Treasurer Kevin Middlebrook 
indicated that the annual audit and all 
financial management procedures were well 
up to par.  Efficient management of finances 
by the Secretariat had meant that no funds 
had been drawn from the Endowment.  
During the economic downturn in the past 
year the Endowment had declined by a little 
less than a quarter, but as of June 2009 it 
was valued at $3.1 million.  With cash 
reserves at $1.3 million, total assets at the 
end of the month will be $4.4 million. The 
Endowment is managed by Ways and Means, 
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in association with a private sector-based 
investment advisory committee.  The strong 
consensus over the past months had been to 
maintain a very conservative profile, with 40 
percent in fixed income and 60 percent in 
equities (down from 80 percent in equities a 
year ago).  LASA remains committed to 
moving further with socially responsible 
investing (SRI), and eventually SRI will 
represent approximately 40 percent of the 
Endowment.  

LASA2009 Congress Program Chair Report

Congress Co-chair Evelyne Huber reported 
on what she and Co-chair Cynthia Steele had 
done in organizing the Congress.  The co-
chairs had reviewed the numbers of sessions 
from LASA2007 to redefine the tracks, 
collapsing some with fewer panels and 
subdividing a huge track on Democratization 
into three tracks.  They then selected track 
chairs, who then assigned points to each 
panel and individual paper proposal.  
Submissions were up 43 percent over 
LASA2007, and despite extending the 
Congress to three and one-half days and 
having 72 rooms at PUC, track chairs were 
instructed to reject more proposals to 
accommodate the sessions, resulting in a 25 
percent rejection rate for LASA2009.  All the 
submissions had been received by the 
Secretariat and then sent to the track chairs, 
who then reported to the program chairs.  
The program co-chairs then assembled the 
program.  In some situations where track 
chairs did not follow instructions and 
allowed for a 98 percent acceptance rate, the 
program co-chairs themselves had to reject 
more of those panels.  After the program was 
compiled, acceptance notices were sent.  
Some accepted participants canceled and 
others failed to pre-register, resulting in 
about a 20 percent drop-off rate off for 
participants.  Ultimately the program finished 
with some panels of only one or two papers.  
Believing that the damage would be too great 

if panels were cancelled at that point those 
panels were allowed to remain.  For the next 
Congress, however, preventive measures will 
be taken.  

LASA Executive Director Report

Executive Director Milagros Pereyra focused 
on two issues: the growth in membership 
associated with the Congress and the increase 
in the number of travel grants.  During the 
past year membership had grown to a record 
5,900 individual members.  Of this number, 
54 percent represented U.S. residents and 46 
percent residents of other countries, the 
majority from Latin America.  (Prior to 2009 
approximately 25 percent of the membership 
had resided in Latin America.)  Various 
foundations, individual donors, and LASA 
itself provided funding for travel grants, and 
ultimately 40 percent of panel participants 
requesting funding were provided grant 
support.  (For LASA2007 approximately  
28 percent of solicitations had been funded.)  
Congress pre-registrations numbered 
5,100 — more than ever before.  The longer 
lines at registration had resulted from the 
implementation of a new procedure to better 
determine who among the pre-registrants did 
not attend the Congress.  In previous years 
many individuals had pre-registered but did 
not travel to the Congress to participate in 
their sessions, resulting in a number of 
sessions with fewer participants and some 
cancelled sessions as well.  The new 
procedure allows the Secretariat to determine 
who these individuals are and to take 
preventive measures as needed. 

Latin American Research Review (LARR) 
Editor Report

LARR Editor Philip Oxhorn reported that 
since it is an established journal, there is not 
much change with LARR from year to year.  
The journal had received 120 submissions 
over the past 12 months, a record number of 
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submissions.  Slightly fewer than 40 percent 
of the articles emanate from political science, 
and the rest are distributed over a variety of 
disciplines.  Oxhorn expressed his desire to 
have more submissions from anthropologists 
and historians, who represent a large part of 
LASA.  LARR is sponsoring five panels at 
LASA2009; three concern environmental 
issues, and these will be part of a special 
issue of LARR in two years.  (LARR’s first 
special issue “Living in Actually Existing 
Democracies” will be out by the end of 
2009.)  A fourth Congress panel will feature 
editors discussing journal publication and a 
fifth will present editors from Spanish, 
Portuguese, and English journals talking 
about what constitutes a good article or 
manuscript.  

President-elect Report

President-elect John Coatsworth reported on 
plans for the LASA2010 Congress.  The 
theme will be “Crisis, Response and 
Recovery.” There will be a series of 
presidential panels devoted to the crisis as 
well as to particular anniversaries.  Three 
panels will focus on the Congress theme: one 
on the debate among economists regarding 
the nature of the crisis; a second on the 
impact of the crisis on government and social 
movements; and the third will attempt to 
capture some aspect of the cultural 
expressions that have been inspired by events 
of the last year and the economic crisis.  The 
anniversaries to be honored include the 
bicentennial of the Latin American 
independence movements, the centennial of 
the Mexican Revolution, and the 40th 
anniversary of The Canadian Association for 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
(CALACS).  

Coatsworth continued with a discussion of 
the anticipated changes in the Congress 
program and how it will be constructed.  It 
will be necessary to be more selective for 
LASA2010; there will be only 52 rooms 

available for sessions and there is a desire to 
limit the program to three days.  The number 
of approved panels will need to be reduced; 
the new rate will be two of three approved, 
instead of the three of four approved for 
LASA2009.  With the escalation in the 
number of individual proposals (3,000 for 
LASA2009), the LASA Executive Council 
(EC) approved announcing the acceptance of 
only one in three individual proposals.  
Members will be encouraged to construct 
and submit panels for a better chance of 
acceptance.  The Secretariat will provide an 
electronic bulletin board to facilitate 
networking and the construction of panels.

Measures also will be implemented to reduce 
the number of panels that are cancelled 
because of a lack of participation.  Accepted 
participants will be notified of the deadline 
for pre-registration; after this date those who 
fail to register will be dropped from the 
Congress program.  Panels with only one or 
two remaining participants will be 
recombined by the program chair into new 
panels.  With these new procedures the 
program committee hopes to reduce the 
number of individual papers organized into 
panels to about 250, and also to reduce the 
overall number of panels.

Coatsworth introduced his third issue: 
abandoning the 18-month Congress cycle in 
favor on an annual meeting.  This had been 
discussed by the EC, and they had 
recommended making no change before the 
2012 Congress, which presumably will take 
place in the United States.  However, after 
2012 there is likely to be a switch to an 
annual meeting.  LASA will survey the 
members to determine what time of year 
might be best for the Congress.  

The EC did not raise membership or 
Congress registration fees.  The fall issue of 
the LASA Forum will present comparative 
data on the member fees of other area studies 
associations; LASA charges a smaller 
membership fee than all others with one 

exception.  However the EC did vote to 
make one adjustment to the membership rate 
for Latin American members: a new income 
class was added for Latin American residents 
with annual incomes over $40,000 to 
$50,000.  

Lastly, Coatsworth indicated that the 
Association is in “terrific hands.” He will do 
his best to “not fix anything that is not 
broken.”

An invitation came from the floor to hold the 
2012 Congress in Salamanca, Spain, in 
honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
founding of the University of Salamanca.  
Hershberg indicated that the EC had 
recommended putting this on the agenda for 
later discussion.  He himself found the idea 
very interesting.

A question was posed regarding which 
panels would be removed from the program.  
Coatsworth responded that only those panels 
where the majority of participants had not 
pre-registered would be removed.  However, 
before this is done the track chairs would be 
asked to contact those on panels who had 
not pre-registered.  Only after the deadline 
had passed and there had been no response 
would the individuals remaining be placed 
on a new panel.  

Hershberg reported on the resolution on 
Cuba that had been presented to the EC.  
The EC had approved the resolution for 
submission to the membership.  The 
originator of the resolution, Jean Weisman, 
then asked that the words “by students from 
the United States” be removed from the 
resolution before it goes forward.  There was 
agreement that the words should be struck.  

Hershberg called for any new business.  
There being none, the meeting was 
adjourned. ■

LASA BUSINESS MEETING continued



45

on lasa2009

Photos from LASA2009

Committee Chair Alejandra Bronfman presents the  
Bryce Wood Book Award to Winifred Tate

Padre Jesus Hortal, Reitor of PUC/Rio, addresses 
Congress participants at the Welcoming Reception

Committee Member Frederick Moehn presents the Media Award to Mario Osava Eric Hershberg presents the Premio Iberoamericano  
to Vicente Palermo
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Sonia Álvarez, Claudia de Lima Costa and friends enjoying the Welcoming Reception

Presidential Plenary speaker Diego Garcia Sayán 
addresses the audience

Pat and John Coatsworth with  
Marysa Navarro and Milagros Pereyra

Padre Jesus Hortal, Rosa Marina de Brito, Karl Eric Schollhammer,  
Eric Hershberg and the Capoeira Group of PUC

on lasa2009

Photos from LASA2009
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Presidential Plenary Speaker Joseph Stiglitz

Kalman Silvert Awardee Alfred Stepan with  
Evelyne Huber and Charlie Hale

Diskin Dissertation Fellowship Awardee Augusto 
dos Santos Sales with Eric Hershberg

credit: Julian Asenjo (University of Pittsburgh)
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From Rio to Toronto: What to Expect  
for LASA2010
by JAVIER CORRALES, Program Co-Chair | Amherst College | jcorrales@amherst.edu

and NINA GERASSI-NAVARRO, Program Co-Chair | Tufts University | Nina.Gerassi_Navarro@tufts.edu

on lasa2010

Months before the Rio Congress took place 
in June 2009, the LASA Secretariat was 
already busy preparing for the next 
Congress, scheduled for October 2010 in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  LASA 
Congresses have become such a massive 
operation that it takes almost two years of 
full-time planning to ensure the success of 
those few days we meet.  As program co-
chairs for the LASA2010 congress, we 
would like to offer a preview of what to 
expect.  While the program for LASA2010 
remains a long way from being finalized, it is 
already clear that some things will change, 
while many others will stay the same.

In terms of changes, the meeting in Toronto 
will undergo some slight downscaling, but 
also some significant upscaling.  If you can 
forgive the cliché, LASA is becoming the 
victim of its own success.  The number of 
paper proposals for LASA has expanded 
dramatically, from 1,406 in 2004 to a record 
number 4,184 in 2009.  Nothing speaks 
more about the resounding success of our 
organization than this expansion of interest 
in presenting papers at our meetings.  But 
this growth poses challenges.  The actual 
time devoted for the conference cannot 
exceed much beyond the three-to-four days 
we typically meet.  In Toronto in particular, 
we will have 52 rooms per day, which is 
more than in years past, but far less than the 
70 plus rooms per day we enjoyed in Rio.  
These time and space constraints will require 
some inevitable downscaling:  unless the 
number of proposals drops sharply, it will 
simply be impossible to repeat the 
acceptance rate of the past.  

Downscaling the acceptance rate will be a 
difficult challenge for the Association.  LASA 
has been known for its commitment to a 
policy of opening doors to as many 
academic papers and artistic productions as 
possible even if that meant paying less 
attention to each paper’s stage of 

development.  For 2010, even if we add an 
extra day to our meeting, structural factors 
together with expanded demand will simply 
not allow as many acceptances as in the 
past.

To help us navigate through this lower 
acceptance rate, we are introducing some 
changes that we hope will ensure fairness 
and clarity.  

1)  Most tracks will now have two and 
sometimes three co-chairs.  Track chairs 
play a vital role.  They are volunteer 
scholars responsible for ranking paper 
and panel proposals.  They also make 
travel grant recommendations.  We hope 
that the co-chair system will ensure more 
diversity in the ranking of proposals.  By 
September, we hope to have the complete 
list of track co-chairs.

2)  In recruiting chairs, we have adhered to 
the philosophy of our predecessors, 
Evelyne Huber and Cynthia Steele, to 
choose not just reputable scholars but 
also open-minded, non-dogmatic thinkers 
who embrace LASA’s spirit of 
multidisciplinarity and plurality of 
methods.   

3)  We will also increase the number of 
tracks (a new track on Technology and 
Pedagogy has already been approved) 
and consolidate some of the tracks that 
in the past attracted less interest.  This 
change should lessen the problem of 
double submissions.

4)  Clearer guidelines will be posted to help 
presenters write better proposals.  

5)  A page on the LASA website will be 
created to allow authors of “orphan” 
papers to find other authors working on 
similar subjects.  We hope that this new 
page, inspired on the already existing 

Roommates-Wanted list, will help 
authors find potential panels to form, 
and even discover co-authorship 
opportunities.  

In short, acceptance downscaling will be 
accompanied by an upscaling of the fairness 
and clarity of the application process.  And 
yet, the list of planned upscales extends 
beyond the review process.  Under the 
stewardship of LASA’s new president, John 
Coatsworth, the LASA Secretariat hopes to 
replicate the success achieved by our 
outgoing president, Eric Hershberg, in 
raising outside funding for our Congress.  
Our hope is to increase substantially the 
monies available to subsidize student travel 
(a very distinctive LASA feature), to finance 
the ever-richer LASA film festival (one of 
LASA’s most successful outreach activities), 
and to invite world-class speakers to our 
presidential panels.  If successful, this 
fundraising effort will allow us to deliver a 
more enhanced program of activities while 
preserving LASA’s commitment to offering 
some of the most affordable registration fees 
among peer conferences.

We are also committed to restoring two old-
time LASA favorites that were missing in 
Rio: the Gran Baile and the Book Exhibit.  
For all kinds of complicated logistical 
reasons, LASA2009 was unable to deliver 
these delights.  We don’t expect those 
logistical challenges to exist at our Toronto 
site.    

The 2010 Congress already has a theme: 
“Crisis, Response, and Recovery.” Having 
themes for meetings has proven to help 
prospective panel organizers consider new 
angles as they put their sessions together, as 
well as guide program chairs and LASA 
officers in the formation of presidential 
panels, plenaries, and special sessions.  A 
solid and attractive theme can also help with 
fundraising.  The 2010 theme appears timely 
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and appropriate as well as suitable for the 
kind of multidisciplinary debates that are the 
hallmark of every LASA meeting.  

We may have one main theme, but 
LASA2010 will also focus on two academic 
themes of wide interest as well.  In 2010 we 
will be commemorating the bicentennial of 
Latin America’s independence movements 
and the centennial of the Mexican 
Revolution.  The Toronto Congress will 
offer an array of opportunities for both the 
scholar and the curious to learn more about 
these momentous events in the history of the 
Americas.  

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS
1-800-537-5487 • www.press.jhu.edu

Participatory
Institutions in 
Democratic Brazil
Leonardo Avritzer

“This book carves out a new 
area of participation studies and 
draws significant conclusions on 
how to rethink the lines between 
civil and political society.”
—Enrique Peruzzotti, 
Universidad Torcuato di Tella

Brazil has conducted some of 
the world’s most stunning experiments in participatory democracy, 
most notably the creation of city budgets through local citizens’ 
meetings. Leonardo Avritzer introduces a fresh analytical approach 
to reveal the social and institutional conditions that make civic 
participation most effective by examining participatory health 
councils and city master plans within São Paulo, Belo Horizonte, 
and Salvador.

Woodrow Wilson Center Press $24.95 paperback

While the Mexican Revolution (1910-1920) disrupted both 
economic activity and everyday life, it coincided with the 
sustained introduction of a host of technological innovations.  By 
the early 1920s, cars, buses, radios, planes, movie theaters and 
other such innovations transformed the urban world and much of 
the nation.  Through the twentieth century, advancements in film 
production and the advent of television also provided new sites 
for the imagination of a national community. Alternatively, by 
the end of the century, the proliferation of gas-spewing machines 
turned Mexico City from the “most transparent region” into a 
haven for smog.

We invite scholars to submit abstracts to be considered 
for this interdisciplinary book which will examine the 
technological revolution over the twentieth century. Suggested 
topics include: TV, radio, transportation, and the relationship 
between technology and literature, art, music, and popular 
culture. Please send one page of each—all single-spaced: 1) 
proposal, 2) bibliography, and 3) biobibliography by October 30, 
2009. Final 20-page chapter submissions by April 30, 2010.  

Araceli Tinajero – CCNY-The Graduate Center, CUNY
atinajero@ccny.cuny.edu

J. Brian Freeman – The Graduate Center, CUNY
jfreeman1@gc.cuny.edu  

CALL FOR BOOK CHAPTERS 

Technology and Culture in Twentieth Century Mexico

In short, LASA2010 will have its share of 
downscaling, upscaling, and restorations.  
But more importantly, we will have plenty of 
continuities.  LASA2010 will remain 
committed to providing an affordable 
meeting place to see colleagues, exchange 
ideas, and learn from each other.  While we 
won’t be able to replicate Rio’s beaches and 
vegetation, we hope nonetheless to make 
LASA’s XXIX International Congress 
equally worth our time. ■



CRISIS, RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY

LASA2010 – XXIX INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
October 6 – 9, 2010 • Toronto, Canada

The U.S. financial crisis of 2008 quickly became a global economic crisis. It destroyed jobs,

increased poverty and disease, exacerbated social tensions, raised skepticism about the efficacy of

democratic governance, led to policy experimentation, complicated efforts to deal with global

problems multilaterally, and fueled civil and international conflict. The impact of the crisis in 

Latin America has varied from country to country, community to community, even neighborhood

to neighborhood. In Latin America, the crisis was both reminiscent of previous crises but also 

different, in terms of transmission mechanisms, impact, and responses. Understanding the effects

of the crisis, and the varied responses to it, calls for insights from multiple disciplines. Recovery,

when it comes, will be shaped by the way citizens, governments, and international organizations

understand the causes and consequences of the crisis itself. 

Call for Papers

John Coatsworth
Columbia University

LASA PRESIDENT

Javier Corrales
Amherst College

PROGRAM CHAIR

THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS IS SEPTEMBER 15, 2009 SEE NEXT PAGE FOR INSTRUCTIONS.



PROGRAM TRACKS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Select the most appropriate track for your proposal from the following list and enter it in
the designated place on the form. Names of Program Committee members are provided
for information only.  Direct your correspondence to the LASA Secretariat ONLY.

You are invited to submit a paper or
panel proposal addressing either the
Congress theme or any topics related
to the program tracks.  LASA also
invites requests for travel grants from
proposers residing in Latin America
or the Caribbean as well as from 
students.  Visit the LASA website 
for eligibility criteria.  All proposals
for papers, panels, and travel grants 
must be submitted electronically 
to the LASA Secretariat by 
September 15, 2009.

The deadline to 
submit proposals is 
September 15, 2009.

Proposal forms and instructions 
are available on the LASA website:
http://lasa.international.pitt.edu. 

No submissions by regular mail 
will be accepted. The Secretariat 
will send confirmation of the receipt
of the proposal via e-mail. 

All participants will be required to

pre-register for the Congress.

Afro-Latin and Indigenous Peoples
Manuela Picq, Amherst College and Universidad de 
San Francisco, Ecuador

Agrarian and Rural Issues
Rick A. López, Amherst College

Biodiversity, Natural Resources and 
Environmental Policies
Carlos García, Universidad de los Andes, Venezuela 
and Harvard University

Children, Youth and Youth Cultures
Bianca Premo, Florida International University

Cities, Planning and Social Services
Al Montero, Carleton College

Citizenship, Rights and Justice
Ariel Armony, Colby College

Civil Society and Social Movements
Carlos de la Torre, FLACSO, Ecuador
César Montúfar, Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar

Crossborder Studies and Migration
Tamara Kay, Harvard University

Culture, Power and Political Subjectivities
Michelle Bigenho, Hampshire College
Valentina Napolitano, University of Toronto

Defense, Violence and (in)security
Mark Peceny, University of New Mexico
William Stanley, University of New Mexico

Democratization
Kurt Weyland, University of Texas, Austin

Economics and Development
Nora Lustig, George Washington University
Jaime Ros, University of Notre Dame

Education, Pedagogy and Scholarly Resources
Daniel Schugurensky, University of Toronto

Film Studies
Beatriz Urraca, Widener University
Laura Podalsky, Ohio State University

Gender Studies
Mala Htun, New School for Social Research

Health, Medicine and Body Politics
Richard Parker, Columbia University

Histories and Historiographies
Luis Ortega, Universidad de Santiago, Chile

Human Rights and Memory
Catalina Smulovitz, Universidad Di Tella, Argentina

International Relations
Carlos Romero, Universidad Central de Venezuela
David Mares, University of California, San Diego

Labor Studies and Class Relations
Mark Anner, Penn State University

Latino(as) in the United States and Canada 
Michael Innis-Jiménez, University of Alabama
Mérida M. Rúa, Williams College

Law, Jurisprudence and Society
Kif Augustine Adams, Boston College/Brigham Young University

Linguistics and Lingustic Pluralism

Literary Studies: Colonial and 19th Century
Eyda Merediz, University of Maryland
Laura Demaria, University of Maryland

Literary Studies: Contemporary
Ignacio Corona, Ohio State University
Fernando Rosenberg, Brandeis University

Literature and Culture: Interdisciplinary Approaches
Lucía Suárez, Amherst College

Mass Media and Popular Culture
Carolina Rocha, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville
Anne Rubenstein, York University

Migration and Latin American Diasporas
Maxine Margolis, University of Florida

Performance, Art and Architecture: 
Critical and Historical Perspectives
Dana Leibsohn, Smith College

Political Institutions and Processes
Kent Eaton, University of California, Santa Cruz
William Barndt, University of California, Riverside

Politics and Public Policy
Peter Kingstone, University of Connecticut

Religion and Spirituality
Ana María Bidegain, Florida International University

Sexualities and LGBT Studies
Mario Pecheny, Universidad de Buenos Aires

Technology and Learning
Julie Sykes, University of New Mexico

Transnationalism and Globalization
Joe Tulchin, Woodrow Wilson Center

Violence and (In)security
Mark Peceny and Bill Sanley, University of New Mexico
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Membership Report 2008

about lasa

Individual Memberships

Total memberships 4501 (18 percent decrease from 2007)

New members  1356 (30 percent of total membership)   
Renewed from 2007 2646  (59 percent of total membership) (48 percent renewal rate)
Renewed lapsed members 499  (11 percent of total membership)

Member type
 Traditional members 3282 (73 percent of total membership)
 Student members 979 (22 percent of total membership)
 Life members  78 (68 paid and 10 honorary)
 Joint memberships 162 (4 percent of total membership)

Member residency
 U.S. residents 2838  (63 percent of total membership; 
    includes 65 residents of Puerto Rico)
 Latin American residents 1001  (22 percent of total membership)
 Other non-U.S. residents 662  (15 percent of total membership)

Three-year memberships initiated in 2008 79

Major disciplines represented
 History 694
 Literature 658
 Political Science 654
 Anthropology 432

Sociology 320
Latin American Studies 229

 Economics 123
 Cultural Studies 117
 Education 115
 International Relations 105

Institutional Memberships  

Total memberships 659 (468 percent increase over 2007*)
 New members 551 (84 percent of total membership)

Renewed from 2007   72 (11 percent of total membership)
 Renewed lapsed members  36 (5 percent of total membership) 

Institution location  
 United States 470 (71 percent of total membership)
 Latin America 53 (8 percent of total membership)
 Other non-U.S.  136 (21 percent of total membership)
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“ Latin American Politics and 
Society is one of those rare 
journals that is interesting, 
engaging, topical, and 
interdisciplinary. It is one of the 
main sources anyone concerned 
about Latin America, including in 
a global context, should consult.”

Professor Susan Eckstein,
Boston University, Former President of the

Latin American Studies Association

* Personal and institutional subscribers 
receive online access with their 
subscription via:
www.interscience.wiley.com

* Archival electronic access continues to be 
offered through JSTOR. 

For additional information, please visit
WWW.BLACKWELLPUBLISHING.COM/LAPS

Edited by
William C. Smith
University of Miami

For additional information, please visit
WWW.BLACKWELLPUBLISHING.COM/LAPS

0
9
-0

2
7
6
9

LASA Forum Ad 09-02769.indd   1 1/26/09   1:48:25 PM



Puerto Rico in the 
American Century
A History since 1898
césar j. ayala and          
rafael bernabe
448 pages  $19.95  paper

Red and Black in Haiti
Radicalism, Conflict, and Political Change, 1934-1957
matthew j. smith
Smith boldly goes where no one has been before. He gives us a big book that, on its own, 
will transform the course of Haitian studies.  Destined to become a modern classic.”
—Patrick Bellegarde-Smith, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
296 pages  $59.95 cloth / $24.95 paper

Gender and the Mexican Revolution
Yucatán Women and the Realities of Patriarchy
stephanie j. smith
Smith has rewritten the revolutionary history of the Yucatán. We will never be able to go 
back to romanticizing the socialist governors or imagining an egalitarian society that never 
existed in the first place.”
—Patrick McNamara, author of Sons of the Sierra: 
Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920
280 pages  $65.00 cloth / $27.50 paper

On Location in Cuba
Street Filmmaking during Times of Transition
ann marie stock
I am happy to see a new book on Cuban cinema that focuses on the independent film/video 
movement that began to develop in the 1990s. Covering the important recent cultural 
debates and the opening up of Cuban screens to new work, On Location in Cuba makes 
a significant contribution.”
—Michael Chanan, Roehampton University
320 pages  $59.95 cloth / $21.95 paper
Envisioning Cuba

new in paperback
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That Infernal Little Cuban Republic
The United States and the Cuban Revolution
lars schoultz
A superb chronicle of and commentary on the history of U.S.-Cuba relations. Schoultz 
explains U.S. Cuba policy as, on balance, a failure. Tellingly, the profound depth of that 
failure since the end of the Cold War shames the great majority of U.S. citizens, including 
this one, for tolerating such special interest folly disguised in the cloak of freedom 
and democracy.”
—Lawrence B. Wilkerson, former chief of staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell

A terrific book for scholars, students, tourists, and policy makers. This book 
should become the standard reference work on U.S. policy toward Cuba.”
—Philip Brenner, American University
760 pages  $35.00  cloth

Legalizing Identities
Becoming Black or Indian in Brazil’s Northeast
jan hoffman french
An extremely well-written, empirically rich, and sophisticated analysis of ‘ethnogenesis’ 
in Northeastern Brazil. It will be an appealing book for courses taught on race/ethnicity, 
Indianness, Blackness, law and society, and Latin American studies.”
—Jonathan W. Warren, University of Washington
256 pages  $59.95 cloth / $22.50 paper

Brazil
A Century of Change
ignacy sachs, jorge wilheim, and                                                             
paulo sérgio pinheiro, editors
Translated by Robert N. Anderson
Although several anthologies have attempted to offer a comprehensive view of the last 
hundred years of Brazil, this volume is significantly superior to the others in scope and in the 
complex ways the authors approach the social, economic, and political history of the country.”
—James N. Green, Brown University
392 pages  $65.00 cloth / $24.95 paper
Latin America in Translation —The Brasiliana Collection

Andean Cocaine
The Making of a Global Drug
paul gootenberg
A scrupulously detailed historical account of both the coca leaf and cocaine as global 
commodities . . . A thoughtful contribution to the growing literature on commodity chains.”
—Sidney W. Mintz, author of Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History
464 pages  $65.00 cloth / $24.95 paper
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HEGEL, HAITI, AND
UNIVERSAL HISTORY
SUSAN BUCK-MORSS

Paper $16.95 • 978-0-8229-5978-6 • 176 pp.

“The idea of emancipation from slavery is itself
emancipated from a model of noblesse oblige to one
of struggle, risk, and sacrifice on the part of the slave.
A thoroughly brilliant scholarly work that turns Hegel
upside down.”
—W. J. T. Mitchell, University of Chicago

LIBERALISM AT ITS LIMITS
Crime and Terror in the
Latin American Cultural Text

ILEANA RODRÍGUEZ

Paper $26.95 • 978-0-8229-6019-5 • 256 pp.

“A tense and intricate weave that connects cultural
studies with political science and history. State fail-
ures turn out to be over-determined by the inherent
flaws in liberalism itself, magnified into outright
breeches of reason in Latin America, and by the in-
auspicious context that tries liberalism.”
—Doris Sommer, Harvard University

THE ANDES IMAGINED
Indigenismo, Society, and Modernity

JORGE CORONADO

Paper $26.95 • 978-0-8229-6024-9 • 256 pp.

“Amuch-needed work on the cultural, aesthetic, and
political dimensions of Peruvian indigenismo, ar-
guably one of the most important and influential
trends to have emerged in Latin America during the
first half of the twentieth century.”
—Carlos Aguirre, University of Oregon

INTERSECTING TANGO
Cultural Geographies of Buenos Aires,
1900-1930

ADRIANA J. BERGERO

Paper $27.95 • 978-0-8229-5985-4 • 488 pp.

“Brings to bear an extraordinarily rich array of ma-
terials on the notion of modernization as a deep set of
dislocations. Bergero covers the subject with ency-
clopedic sweep and in a truly interdisciplinary way.”
—Diana Sorensen, Harvard University

LITERATURE AND SUBJECTION
The Economy of Writing and Marginality
in Latin America

HORACIO LEGRÁS

Paper $25.95 • 978-0-8229-5999-1 • 296 pp.

“Legras illustrates the particularity of the link be-
tween Latin American fiction and history, on the one
hand, and between Latin American culture andmod-
ern European epistemology on the other. A rare feat
in the field of Latin American studies, and makes for
an outstanding book.”
—Brett Levinson, Binghamton University

NIGHTMARES OF THE LETTERED CITY
Banditry and Literature in Latin America,
1816-1929

JUAN PABLO DABOVE

Paper $27.95 • 978-0-8229-5956-4 • 392 pp.

”Provides an exquisite and erudite re-interpretation
of key texts relating not only to banditry but, more
generally, to the anxieties of nation formation and
modernity in the fragmented polities and cultures of
Latin America.”
—The Americas

OTHER SOUTH
Faulkner, Coloniality, and the
Mariátegui Tradition

HOSAM ABOUL-ELA

Paper $24.95 • 978-0-8229-5976-2 • 224 pp.

“A pathbreaking intervention in Faulkner studies.
Aboul-Ela invokes the ‘peripheralist aesthetics’ fash-
ioned within theMariátegui tradition to separate him
from the Euro-American modernist tradition.”
—Donald Pease, Dartmouth College

THE OPTIC OF THE STATE
Visuality and Power in Argentina
and Brazil

JENS ANDERMANN

Paper $27.95 • 978-0-8229-5972-4 • 272 pp.

“Andermann affirms in his brilliant study on the uses
of visual cultures as state policy in Argentina and
Brazil at the end of the nineteenth century that
maps, archives, and museums work a ‘civilized’ vi-
suality on the ‘bare life’ of local cultures.”
—Graciela Montaldo, Columbia University
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The Latin American Studies Association (LASA) is the largest 

professional association in the world for individuals and 

institutions engaged in the study of Latin America. With over 

5,500 members, thirty-five percent of whom reside outside the 

United States, LASA is the one association that brings together 

experts on Latin America from all disciplines and diverse 

occupational endeavors, across the globe.

LASA’s mission is to foster intellectual discussion, research, and 

teaching on Latin America, the Caribbean, and its people 

throughout the Americas, promote the interests of its diverse 

membership, and encourage civic engagement through network 

building and public debate.
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