
Brazil
Ken Serbin, Chair

Outgoing Co-Chairs Kenneth Serbin and Tânia
Pelligrini opened the LASA-Brazil Section
meeting by welcoming the 90+ participants.  The
LASA–Brazil essay prize went to Tracy Devine-
Guzman from the University of Miami for her
essay “Diacuí Killed Iracema: Indigenism,
Nationalism and the Struggle for Brazilianess”
(Bulletin of Latin American Research Vol. 20,
No. 1, pp. 92-122, 2005).  The prize for the best
book in English went to Edward E. Telles from
UCLA for his book Race in Another America:
The Significance of Skin Color in Brazil
(Princeton University Press, 2004.)  Travel grants
for participants in Brazil Section panels were
awarded to Douglas Libby and to Nelson Viana.

Elections for Co-Chairs for three-year terms were
held with nominations from the floor.  Susan
Canty Quinlan was elected as the U.S. Co-Chair
and Hélio Seixas Guimarães as the Brazilian Co-
Chair.  Sonia Roncador was elected as Secretary-
Treasurer for a three-year term.  New Executive
Committee members include Christina Mehrtens
and Ana Paula A. Ribeiro.  Continuing Executive
Committee members include César Braga Pintoy,
David Fleischer, Karl Monsama, Micol Seigel,
and Judith M. Williams.

Heartfelt thank-yous were offered to outgoing
Co-Chairs Ken Serbin and Tânia Pelligrini for all
of their hard work. 

Central America
Beatriz Cortez, Co-Chair and Ana Yolanda
Contreras, Secretary

The Central American Section held its Business
Meeting on Thursday, March 16, 2006; 25
members were in attendance, plus the Section
Co-Chairs and Secretary.  The film Voces
Inocentes/Innocent Voices was being shown at
the same time as the Section’s Business Meeting.
Members were invited to join that session at
10:00pm, and to participate in the discussion
with Screenwriter Oscar Torres, whose visit had
been sponsored by the Central American and
Film Sections.

The agenda included the following points: 1)
Discussion on the importance of increasing the
number of Section members and panels during
the next LASA Congress.  The Section’s goal is to
have 300 active members by the next LASA
Congress; 2) The account balance of the Section;
3) The need to have an updates section webpage
to circulate information among Section members.
[The web space is sponsored by California State
University, Northridge]; 4) Four new panels will
be sponsored by the Section during the next
LASA Congress.  It was agreed that information
regarding our panel selection will be posted on
the Section’s website so that all members can be
informed about this process.  Section Co-Chairs
will also inform members via e-mail.

Members were informed that the two students
who received doctoral grants to carry out
research projects in Central America, Mauricio
Pajón and Leisy Abrego, have not yet submitted
reports on the results of their research projects.
It was agreed that grant recipients and their
advisors will be required to submit reports that
can be made available online to all Section
members once the research project is concluded,
and also to send in copies of receipts and/or
other documents that prove that the research
was actually carried out in Central America.
Furthermore, it was agreed that if these
conditions are not met, the recipients will
reimburse the Section for all grant monies
received.  Given these conditions, it was agreed
that in 2006/2007 three grants (one of $1,000
and two of $500 each) will be available for
doctoral graduate students/members of the
section.

Section member Werner Machenbach invited
those present to participate in a research project
on literary historiography that more than 40
researchers are carrying out.  Several universities
are collaborating in this project.  Information
regarding this project is posted on the Section’s
website.

Challenges for the next LASA Congress include
the invitation to one or two speakers to
participate in one of the Section-sponsored
panels or workshops.  Also, Section officers
agreed to meet electronically at least twice prior

to the next Congress in order to prepare all
details.  Elections were announced at the end of
the meeting and via e-mail, following the
Section’s meeting.  A Section reception followed
the Business Meeting.

Section elections were carried out via e-mail
during the months of April and May, 2006.  The
new Section officers are: Ricardo Roque-
Baldovinos, Co-Chair; Ana Patricia Rodríguez,
Co-Chair; Ana Yolanda Contreras, Secretary and
Listserv Administrador; Anita Herzfeld,
Treasurer; and Chris Chiappari, Silvia López,
Gabriela Torres, and José Edgardo Cal, Advisory
Board Members.  Leisy Abrego was elected
Advisory Board Member and Graduate Student
Representative, and Milton Machuca as Co-
Webmaster.

Colombia
Mary Roldán, Co-Chair

The Colombia Section Business Meeting took
place on March 16, 2006 with 73 members
present.  Mary Roldán agreed to continue as Co-
Chair for one more term and an election was
held to replace Carmelita Millán de Benevides.
Patricia Tovar was elected Co-Chair
unanimously.  Luis Fernando Restrepo agreed to
continue to oversee the Section’s bi-monthly
electronic bulletin.  Leah Carroll continues to
maintain the Section email list and listserv as
Section Secretary.  Four individuals were elected
to serve on the Section Council: Juana Suarez
(Cultural Studies); Kiran Asher (Political
Science); Marta Zambrano (Anthropology); and
Gilberto Gómez (Literature).  For the first time
the Section also decided to elect student
representatives to the Council: Lina del Castillo,
and Erica Márquez.  Students will assist with
updating the Section’s list and in return the
Colombia Section voted to cover the costs of the
students’ registration at the next LASA Congress.

The Section voted to create two prizes that have
been under discussion for some time: the
Michael Jiménez Prize for the best book on
Colombia in the Social Sciences and the
Montserrat Ordóñez Prize for the best book in
the Humanities.  The Section determined that the
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amount of each prize would be approximately
$500, with the possibility that this might be
increased in the future as fundraising efforts
permitted.  The juries for these two prizes will be
determined by the Section Council.  

Cuba
Sheryl Lutjens, Co-Chair

At the end of 2005 the Section had 341
members; after the XXVI Congress in San Juan,
the Section had more than 370 members.

The U.S. government’s denial of visas for all 65
Cuban participants in the Las Vegas Congress in
2004 oriented much of the work of the Section
in 2004 and 2005. Encouraging Cuban
members to submit proposals (more than 100
were accepted) and then to apply for visas were
major accomplishments, followed by efforts to
avoid a repeat of the Las Vegas denials. The
Section had an active presence in many of the
venues within which academic freedom and
educational exchanges were discussed and
strategy developed, including the Coalition to
Defend Educational Travel to Cuba, Cuba
Action Day in Washington, D.C. in April 2005,
and the special Task Force created by LASA in
Las Vegas. Despite the efforts of many, none of
the 59 Cuban scholars who applied received a
visa to attend the 2006 Congress in San Juan.

The Section was active in a variety of other
ways. We created a web page
<www.cubasection.org> and maintained a
distribution list to circulate information about
conferences, new publications, and the political
circumstances of the visa process. Our Prize
Committee accepted nominations for the Section
Award for Outstanding Contributions to the
Scholarship in Cuban Studies; the recipient of the
2006 Award is Dr. Rafael Hernández of the
Centro Juan Marinello and Revista Temas.
With the assistance of Section member Ann
Marie Stock, the Section sponsored Suite Habana
in the LASA Congress Film Festival; Suite
Habana received a LASA Award of Merit in
Film. We conducted the first part of our two-
part election process during the Business Meeting
in San Juan; the second part, electronic voting,
was completed subsequently.

Culture, Power & Politics (CPP)
Marc Zimmerman, Vice Chair

Twenty-four people attended the CPP meeting on
3/17/06 including new board members: Marc
Zimmerman (Chair), Susana Kaiser (Vice Chair),
Sylvia Escárceaga (Elections Coordinator)—all
present at the meeting; plus Benjamín Arditi
(Program Coordinator)—absent.  Present also
were Mirta Antonelli and Liv Sovik, no longer
board members.  The budget expenditures and
balance were reported to the board.  Attendees
expressed satisfaction with the quality and
attendance of Section sessions, including those
on U.S.-Puerto Rican issues, Mexican politics
(with Carlos Monsiváis) and political imaginaries
(with Monsiváis and Hugo Achúgar).

Members affirmed support for LASA’s proposed
U.S. site boycott and suggested the search for
alternative Congress models (e.g., university
dorms, etc.) to allow broader participation and a
larger number of candidate locales.  We
emphasized the need for improving the website
and web communications, the appointment of a
new webmaster and new treasurer, etc.  Work
continues on developing CPP junior and senior
awards, with manuscript submissions still under
review, and with suggestions that future prizes be
used to supplement LASA funding and help CPP
members attend.

For LASA2007, we stressed focus on new
sessions on emerging Latin American/Latino
agendas, as well as sessions linking CPP to other
LASA constituencies.  We had an extended
discussion about the apparent decision to further
separate Sections and Congress program tracks
and to drop or rearticulate the Culture, Politics
and Society track CPP had fought so hard to
establish.  The new chair and vice chair were
urged to seek to restore the eliminated track.

Decentralization and Sub-national Governance
Al Montero, Chair

The LASA Decentralization and Sub-national
Governance Section has, in the course of the last
18 months, explored a number of collective
scholarly initiatives, including the use of the
Section email list to distribute data, working
papers, and relative links.  Soon after the
LASA2004 meeting, the Section distributed a list
of papers on decentralization and sub-national
governance that were presented at the meeting.
(The board is preparing a similar effort for
LASA2006).

At our Business Meeting at LASA2006, the
Section members assembled (10 in all) agreed on
a number of initiatives to stimulate collective

scholarship by the members.  First, the Section
agreed to initiate a new webpage/blog for the
distribution of links, papers, datasets, and
contact lists for the membership.  The newly 
reelected Chair and Section Treasurer/Secretary
will spearhead the effort this term.  Second,
Section members agreed to pursue contacts in
other disciplinary organizations (e.g., geography,
sociology) and to make a special effort to recruit
graduate students in different fields into LASA
and the Section.  This recruitment drive will also
coincide with an effort to pursue a LASA Forum
symposium on decentralization and sub-national
governance in inter-disciplinary perspective.
Third, we will pursue the idea of providing a
book award to raise the profile of the Section.
We awarded our second paper award ever during
the Business Meeting to member Rodrigo
Mardones for  his paper “The Congressional
Politics of Decentralization: The Case  of Chile.”
Nominations are now open for papers presented
at LASA2006.

Finally, we decided to give the entire membership
an opportunity to vote on the Council leadership
via email after the meeting in Puerto Rico. We
had four positions open (beginning in May) and
the following individuals were elected:  Al
Montero, Section Chair (re-elected to another 
1 1/2 year term); Maria Escobar-Lemmon
(Treasurer/Secretary, 3-year term); Rodrigo
Mardones (Council member, 3-year term), and
Tulia Falleti (Council member, 3-year term).
They join Mimi Keck and Emma Zevallos who
are on the Council until their terms expire in
November 2007.

As a final matter, the members at the Business
Meeting agreed to consider using Section monies
to subsidize travel costs for those with little or
no institutional support, including graduate
students who present papers on Section panels.

Defense, Democracy and Civil-Military Relations
Sam Fitch, Co-Chair

At the XXVI International Congress in San Juan,
the Defense and Democracy Section held its
annual Business Meeting with 19 members
present.  Section Co-Chair Francisco Rojas was
unable to attend the Congress, so Co-Chair Sam
Fitch presented a brief report on the activities of
Program Committee members Marcela Donadio
(RESDAL), Kristina Mani (Oberlin College), and
Tom Bruneau (Naval Postgraduate School).  In
accordance with the format approved at the last
Section meeting, the Section’s panels in San Juan
were organized as hybrid workshop-panels, with
a larger number of presenters giving reports on
their research and no formal discussants in order
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to encourage more debate and discussion.  The
two panels—“New Directions in Research on
Civil-Military Relations” and “Defense and
Security in an Age of Globalization” —were
lively and well-attended, despite the fact that
they both took place early on the first day of the
Congress, before some of our members arrived.
Section members also organized two panels
sponsored by other program tracks, adding to
the coverage of topics of interest to Section
members.  For the first time, the Section made
two travel awards to support members’
participation in the Congress; the Section is also
sponsoring a prize for the best paper presented
to the 2006 Congress on “defense and
democracy” issues.

Fitch announced that he would not be able to
serve again as the U.S. Co-chair, so by a
unanimous vote, Kristina Mani was elected to
replace him.  Francisco Rojas was unanimously
re-elected as the Latin American Co-Chair.
David Pion-Berlin was named as a new member
of the Program Committee by acclamation.

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to
brief summaries by those present of their current
research activities.  Particularly noteworthy were
the completion of the Atlas Comparativo de la
Seguridad y Defensa de América Latina and the
ongoing work on comparative defense budgets at
RESDAL to which various Section members
contributed.  Members applauded RESDAL’s
work in providing basic data and a web-based
network to serve Defense and Democracy Section
members and the wider community of scholars
and practitioners working on these issues.  The
session ended with a round of applause for Sam
Fitch for his 2 terms as Co-Chair of the section.

Economics and Politics
Leslie Elliott Armijo and Andrew Schrank, 
Co-Chairs

At the 2004 Las Vegas Congress, members
attending the Business Meeting of the “Business
and Politics” Section moved to reconstitute the
Section under the broader name and mission
“Economics and Politics.”  Our goal is to inspire
informed and interdisciplinary discussion of the
social and political causes and consequences of
economic policies and outcomes in Latin
America and the Caribbean.  The Section’s
broader membership, many of whom had
lamented the demise of the former “Political
Economy” Section, later voted overwhelmingly
in favor of the change.  The ensuing 18 months
leading to the 2006 Congress in San Juan has
seen Section membership more than double to
123+ members, entitling us to two panels at

LASA2007.  Approximately fifteen members
attended the San Juan Business Meeting.  We
proposed new officers and Executive Committee
members, subsequently approved by the
membership in an email ballot.  Present officers:
Co-Chairs:  Leslie Elliott Armijo (continuing)
and Andrew Schrank; Executive Council:  Roy
Nelson (continuing), Angelika Rettberg
(continuing), Ben Ross Schneider, and Sybil
Rhodes; Ex Officio: Peter Kingstone, Ken
Shadlen.

We conceive of our mission as policy relevant
commentary as well as pure scholarship, and to
this end have decided to continue to use our
Section’s panels to bring to LASA policymakers
and opinion leaders—including those in
government, international organizations, non-
governmental organizations, and the business
community—who otherwise might not attend the
Congresses.  In San Juan we held a sponsored
roundtable on the Inter-American Development
Bank’s 2006 Economic and Social Progress
Report, The Politics of Policies.  To a standing
room only crowd, lead author Ernesto Stein
distilled the IDB’s wide-ranging, ambitious, and
unconventional project into a thought-provoking
30-minute presentation, after which he submitted
gracefully to both praise and pointed critiques
from our inter-disciplinary panel: Fernando
Coronil (Anthropology, University of Michigan);
Evelyne Huber (Political Science, University of
North Carolina); Sandra Kuntz-Ficker (Economic
History, El Colegio de México), and Ben Ross
Schneider (Political Science, Northwestern
University). We used Section funds to facilitate
one participant’s attendance.  Possible
substantive areas for next year’s panels include:
immigration; the business community and
peacemaking; the consequences of financial
liberalization; intra-hemispheric trade; and a
cross-disciplinary methodology workshop.  The
Section welcomes suggestions, which may be
addressed to either Co-Chair.

The Executive Committee continues its email
discussion of the possibility of offering a paper
or book prize for the coming year.  We also plan
to move the Section website, soon to feature
links to members’ web pages as well as other
research-relevant sites, to the University of New
Mexico.  Please contact Andrew Schrank with
website suggestions.

Ecuadorian Studies
Ximena Sosa-Bochholz, Chair

La reunión de la Sección de Estudios
Ecuatorianos se realizó el jueves 16 de Marzo,
2006 con 27 miembros.  Se hicieron elecciones y

los siguientes miembros fueron nombrados:
William F. Waters, como presidente; Scott
McKinney, como secretario-tesorero; y como
miembros del consejo directivo, Ximena Sosa-
Buchholz, Michael Handelsman, Luciano
Martínez y Jorge León;  María Isabel Silva fue
re-electa como coordinadora de derechos
humanos.

Se lanzó nuestro primer libro, Estudios
Ecuatorianos: Un aporte a la discusión, editado
por Ximena Sosa-Buchholz y William F. Waters,
auspiciado por la Sección y FLACSO, y
publicado en Abya Yala, Quito.  En él constan
nueve artículos que fueron presentados en el
segundo encuentro de ecuatorianistas en Quito,
en 2004.  Para mayor información y pedidos
<lalibreria@flacso.org.ec>.

Se anunció nuevamente el Tercer Encuentro de
Ecuatorianistas que realizará en FLACSO en
Quito del 29 de Junio al 1 de Julio de 2006.  Se
discutió sobre el futuro de la revista electrónica y
la mejor posibilidad de agilitar el proceso de
enviar cartas referentes a cuestiones de derechos
humanos.

Educación y Políticas Educativas
Graciela Riquelme, Co-Chair

La Sección Educación y Políticas Educativas en
América Latina tuvo su reunión jueves 16 de
marzo de 2006.  Coordinadores electos para el
nuevo período son María Isabel da Cunha y
Eulalio Velásquez Licea.

Se acuerda que en la transición permanezca
Graciela C. Riquelme, como puente entre las
gestiones previas de la Sección.  El día viernes
Graciela C. Riquelme fue confirmada como
Track Chair de la próxima conferencia 2007,
labor que se asocia con la de un comité
académico de selección de ponencias y
organización de paneles.  La política de LASA
respecto a las Secciones y los Program
Committee Track Chairs es de tratar que no
coincidan los mismos países en la coordinación.
En tal sentido, tanto Christopher Martin como
Graciela C. Riquelme podrán asistir en esta
transición.

Los asistentes a la reunión acuerdan la necesidad
de impulsar una mayor convocatoria, que ha
sido el objetivo central del panel de la Sección
organizado para el Congreso 2006, para la que
se realizaron gestiones para lograr la
participación de representantes de: International
Sociology of Education; Laboratorio de Políticas
Públicas de América Latina (LPP); International
Council of Adult Education (ICAE); Asociación
Latino Americana del  Trabajo (ALAST).  
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Otro punto clave es lograr invitar a
investigadores actores claves de EE.UU,
miembros de la Research in Comparative
Education u otras redes, así como grupos de
investigadores de otros países, tales como la
ANPED de Brasil o similares.

Para operar la Sección acuerda designar
responsables por áreas temáticas o problemas,
que actuarán como una suerte de vocales de la
Sección.  Su misión será lograr ampliar la
inscripción en LASA y en esta Sección antes de
fin de abril:  Educación y política educativa:
Verónica Oelsner y María Fernanda Astiz;
Educación y trabajo: Claudia Jacinto y Natalia
Herger; Educación, pobreza y discriminación:
Lidia Fernández; Educación superior; Marta
Neponeschi, María Isabel Da Cunha, y Joâo 
Dos Reis Silva; Formación docente o educación
de profesores: sugerir responsables; Educación
para la paz y derechos humanos: Ramón
Larrauri Jóvenes; Educación y ciudadanía: Ana
Miranda.  Se invita a acompañar los esfuerzos de
estas vocalías para logra la meta de una
significativa inscripción.

Environment
Colleen Scanlan Lyons, Chair

The Environment Section Business Meeting was
held March 16, 2006.  The main theme of the
meeting was reinvigorating the Section by
revisiting the previous period’s action plan and
organizing to complete goals of the Section such
as developing a Section website, encouraging
more active communication via the section
listserve, increasing membership, and developing
a student paper prize.  Ten Section members
were present at the Business meeting.  Several
commented that the small numbers in attendance
seemed to reflect: 1) the fact that all Sections
meet at the same time; and 2) the 8:00 pm time
of the meeting.  Several suggestions were
discussed, such as moving the meeting to lunch
time and providing lunch, staggering the meeting
with other Section meetings, and holding the
meeting at a restaurant in town, if this is in
accordance with LASA regulations.

The membership discussed methods for
increasing Section membership, including
contacting other colleagues who work with Latin
America and the environment, and soliciting
membership from those at the LASA Congress
who gave environmentally-related presentations.
They also discussed new ideas for developing the
Environment Section activities at LASA2007.
The idea of a field trip was raised, as was that of
putting together interdisciplinary panels and/or
an all-graduate student panel in conjunction with

a paper prize.  Additionally members expressed
an interest in developing a Section website and
increasing their participation in the Section
listserve, as well as how to best use the Section
funds.  Top priorities for this were the support
the travel of a graduate student or Latin
American scholar to the Congresses, the
awarding of a prize for the best student essay,
and organizing a Section field trip at the next
meeting.

Four people were elected to the Board to join
existing Board members (noted by a *) including
John Soluri, (Chair)*, Colleen Scanlan Lyons*,
(Co-Chair), Peter Wilshusen,
(Secretary/Treasurer), Jim Bass, John
Vandermeer*, Tom Rudel*, Tom Perreaul*,
Vannessa Empinotti, and Andrea Ballestero.

Officers and members of the Section had e-mail
dialogue for planning the two panel sessions for
the 2006 Congress, which involved paper
presentations and roundtable discussions related
to conservation and NGOs in Latin America and
decentralized management of natural resources.
The Board also developed and conducted an e-
mail survey of the membership to determine the
areas of highest interest around which to develop
future Section activities.  While only 1/4 of the
membership participated, this gave us valuable
feedback on the best areas for growth, which
included building networking opportunities and
increasing activity on the Section listserve.

Plans for the coming term include those for
LASA2007 Congress participation.  The Board
will work with the membership to plan the two
allotted panels and will investigate the possibility
of having a Section field trip.  The section will
also return to hosting a student essay
competition, with the prize to be awarded at the
2007 meeting.  Members of the Board and
interested Section members will work together to
develop the content, design, and hosting logistics
for a Section webpage.  The Section will work to
increase membership, as well as to increase and
facilitate communication among the members via
the listserve and other mechanisms.

Ethnicity, Race, and Indigenous Peoples
Jan Hoffman French, Chair

The Business Meeting was attended by
approximately 30 members.  The Meeting was
co-chaired by Jan French, Mario Blaser, and
Leon Zamosc.  We discussed issues of Indigenous
and Afro-descendant participation in our Section
and in LASA as a whole, as well as the direction
the Section should take over the next period.  We
decided to have an election by email, which
provided an opportunity for all members to vote.

As of the closing date (May 15), 33 members
had voted, with the results that Mario Blaser
became chair and three new members of the
Council were elected (see below).  In addition,
the Section decided to allocate $2 out its $5 of
dues money to our project involving Indigenous
and Afro-descendant intellectuals.

Section election results include: Mario Blaser*
(Chair), Jan French* (Secretary-Treasurer), and
Council Members Todd Eisenstadt*, Susan
Fitzpatrick*, Marc Becker**, Jerome Branche**,
and Sylvia Escárcega**. (*Terms expire as of the
next LASA meeting.)  (**Newly elected to three-
year terms.)

Plans for the coming term include the following:
a) Transforming the Section website into a portal
or clearinghouse for the work of Indigenous and
Afro-descendant intellectuals; b) Establishing
liaisons with Indigenous and Afro-descendants
research and learning institutions; c) Doing the
groundwork for future Section-specific
conferences in coordination with the journal
Latin American and Caribbean Ethnic Studies; 
d) Organizing the sessions for the coming LASA
Congress; and e) Continuing the development of
a Section plan of action for future collaborative
research with Indigenous and Afro-descendant
producers of knowledge.

Europe and Latin America (ELAS)
Andrés Malamud, Secretary

With the presence of 14 people (Laurence
Whitehead, Bert Hoffman, Christian Freres,
Jennifer Petree, Marc Berthod, Ana Ayuso,
Joaquín Roy, Isabela Cabral de Sousa, Carlos
Quenan, Beatriz Padilla, Juan Pablo Milanese,
Jan Wogart, Ana Margheritis and Andrés
Malamud) at the March, 2006 Business Meeting,
the participants discussed a report of the
activities developed during 2004-2006 and the
agenda for 2006-2007.

Past activities included the organization of two
sessions in Puerto Rico: 1) The New
International Relations of Latin America:
Between the Atlantic and the Pacific (co-
sponsored with the Pacific Rim section); and 2)
Latin American Migration to Europe and
Transnational Engagement in Countries of
Origin.  The ELAS and Peru Sections also co-
organized a social reception at LASA2006.  The
first ELAS Award for the Best Thesis on Europe
and Latin America was given to Francisco
Sánchez López, from the University of
Salamanca, for his dissertation “Actores e
Incentivos en la Estructuración del Legislativo:
Un Estudio de Ecuador, España y Uruguay”.
The Section webpage
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<http://home.iscte.pt/~ansmd/elas/ELAS.htm>
continues to provide information and links to
related sites. 

Future activities of the Section include: 1) plans
to organize up to two sessions for LASA2007.
An open call for proposals will be timely done;
2) continuation of the development of joint
ventures with other Sections, either within the
framework of LASA activities or outside (e.g., at
CEISAL congresses in Europe); 3) a second
conferring of the best thesis award is planned for
2007; and 4) the possible publication of some of
the papers presented at LASA 2006.  Although a
final decision has not yet been made, we
maintain the intention to sponsor publications
related to Europe and Latin America.

In the Business Meeting the Section leadership
also was reconstituted:  Laurence Whitehead is
Chair; Andrés Malamud is Secretary-Treasurer;
and Carlos Quenan, Sebastian Royo, and Isabela
Cabral Félix de Sousa are Executive Committee
members.

Film Studies 
Claudia Ferman y Cynthia Tompkins, 
Past Co-Chairs.

Hay 116 miembros en la Sección de cine de
LASA.  La Sección hizo un co-sponsorship con la
Sección de Centroamérica para traer a Oscar
Torres al Congreso.  Aumentar la membresía es
prioritario, ya que con 10 miembros más se
accede a otra sesión.  Se discutió la posibilidad
de acercarse a quienes presentaron sobre cine
para animarles a asociarse a la Sección.

Hubo mucho interés en las dos sesiones: (# 137)
Cinema of Greater Puerto Rico, organizada por
Paul Schroeder, que contó además con la
participación de Lissette Rolón Collazo, Joé
Rivera González y Luis Figueroa; y (# 172)
Encrucijadas del cine latinoamericano,
organizada por Cynthia Tompkins, con la
participación de Isabel Arredondo, Jorge
Marturano, Adriana Bergero, Gabriela Copertari
y Catherine Benamou.

Mucha gente no sabía que eran sesiones de cine
porque no estaban designadas como tal.  En la
reunión de la Sección se discutió la dificultad en
encontrar las sesiones de cine en el catálogo y se
sugirió pedir a la secretaría que subsane ese
problema, tal como la dificultad de acceder a
tecnología para presentaciones.  Como Sección,
concordamos en la necesidad de pedir facilidades
para utilizar Powerpoint en nuestras sesiones.

Sugerencias de temas para LASA en Boston o
Canadá incluyen:  1) Ofrecer un taller sobre la

enseñanza del cine latinoamericano (con
discusiones de lugares donde se consiguen videos,
etc.); 2) Televisión: “Cine y los medios”; 3)
Hacer un taller interdisciplinario en combinación
con Media Studies; 4) Latinos en Norteamérica;
5) Invitar a un cubano dado que posiblemente
LASA será en Canadá; 6) Algo de producción; 7)
“¿Qué es film studies in Latinoamérica?” (crítica
de cine que se ha hecho en países individuales y
entre países); 8) Traer a un director o
distribuidor que hable en la sesión; 9)
Documental en América Latina; 10) Invitar a
Canal Sur o Telesur; 11) Cine Latino-canadiense.
Los asistentes opinaron que debía haber más
comunicación en la lista de la Sección para que
brindara información de congresos sobre cine y
sobre las publicaciones de nuestros colegas.
Particularmente se discutió la necesidad de
establecer vínculos con Society for Cinema and
Media Studies, ya que tiene un Latino caucus
muy fuerte y activo.

Las elecciones se llevaron a cabo por la lista.
Damos la bienvenida a Gilberto Blasini, Chair; y
a Ana-María Rodríguez Vivaldi y Cynthia
Tompkins, nuevas Miembros del Consejo junto a
Catherine Benamou y Emanuelle Olivera.

Agradecemos a Claudia Ferman el haber creado
la sección de cine y su constante labor en el
LASA Film Festival. Asimismo, a Victoria
Ruétalo, por tomar las actas.

Gender and Feminist Studies
Alice Colón and Sara Poggio, Co-Chairs

Between LASA2004 and LASA2006, the Gender
and Feminist Studies Section promoted an agile
and broad system of communication that was
considered crucial to promote members´
participation.  Not only did we provide
information through the traditional listserve and
our Section’s webpage, but an interactive page
created by Linda Stevenson and other members
provided the opportunity for mutual
communication in the Section.

Topics for panels and the Preconference to be
sponsored by the Section were discussed by the
Council and shared with Section members.  We
organized a very successful Preconference, three
very well attended sponsored panels, as well as a
workshop informing about the discussions in the
Preconference.

The Business Meeting gathered around 60 of our
members.  We presented the report of our
activities and newly elected Council members.
Issues for future work were discussed, including
the continuing innovation of our Preconference,

the promotion of joint research projects, and
diverse forms of publications.

Our meeting was also a space for celebrating
members´ publications.  The presentation of the
book De lo privado a lo público: 30 años de
lucha ciudadana de las mujeres en América
Latina by its coordinators, Nathalie Lebon and
Elizabeth Maier, was the highlight of the night,
as the latest publication sponsored by our
Section.  A list of the most recent books by
Section members was also read and other
members discussed some of their most recent
works.  The activity represented another
excellent opportunity for exchange, learning
about each other’s activities, and networking for
future collaboration.

The section elected its new Council through
electronic voting between February 17 and
March 8, 2006.  Elections were ratified at the
Business Meeting.  Following are the new
Council members:  Mary Goldsmith (Co-Chair
Latin America); Ginetta Candelario (Co-Chair
United States and Canada); María Herminia Di
Lisia (Secretary); and Council members Leila
Maria Da’Juda Bijos, Adriana Causa, Graciela
DiMarco, Jeanne Gillespie, Mercedes Prieto,
Clara Román-Odio, and Kimberly Eison
Simmons.

Haiti/Dominican Republic
Henry (Chip) Carey and Emelio Betances, 
Co-Chairs

At the LASA Congress in San Juan, the Haiti-
Dominican Republic Section successfully held its
panel, “Challenges Facing Haiti and the
Dominican Republic,” in which there were six
papers and one chair/discussant.  It was very well
attended with over thirty people in the audience,
despite appearing on the first day.  Christopher
Mitchell of NYU presented a paper on
contemporary power politics and
decentralization as part of a new book project on
the Dominican Republic.  Other papers
presented included Trujillo’s use of symbols and
power (Lauren Derby), Canadian missionaries
during the Trujillo period (Catherine Legrand),
Social doctrine of the Catholic Church (Emelio
Betances), Circulation of Dominant Families,
(Christine Rivas), and Environmental
Degradation in Haiti (Avram Primack on behalf
of his co-author Sandra Woy-Hazelton).  Dennis
Hidalgo was the chair/discussant and also
circulated his written comments to the
participants and interested audience members.

At our Business Meeting the group decided to
keep the same co-chairs, Chip Carey,
representing Haiti, and Emelio Betances,
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representing the Dominican Republic.  We plan
to continue to promote our efforts to incorporate
students and to create a student paper award
when the Section accrues enough funds.  Dennis
Hidalgo noted that the Section has become a
central clearinghouse for discussing relations
between the two countries, which was the
purpose for which the Section was created.  The
attendees were enthusiastic about the progress so
far.  We also discussed an important commitment
from the past Congress, to recruit a number of
prestigious scholars of Haiti, who had
regrettably resigned from LASA in protest over
an administrative decision.  This project follows
on the effort of past LASA President Marysa
Navarro, who had hoped that these important
scholars would again become active in the
Section and in LASA.  Otherwise, it is
noteworthy that the number of Section members
has continued to grow.  We are planning to
organize a panel at the next meeting on the
newly elected governments of both countries,
their effects on the two countries and their
relations.

Health, Science and Society Section
Gabriela Soto Laveaga, Co-Chair

The 2004-2005 term was fruitful for the Health,
Science and Society Section.  The officers
included Co-Chairs Diego Armus and Gabriela
Soto Laveaga, Secretary/Treasurer Mario
Pecheny and Council members Ann Blum,
Arachu Castro, Marcos Cueto, and Ann
Zulawski.

LASA2007 in Puerto Rico included eleven
sessions and one invited panel, which examined
questions of race and disease throughout Latin
America.  The invited panelists included Latin
American and U.S. scholars who examined
disease as a part of the dialogue with human
rights, violence, and gender and nation
formation.  With nearly twenty members and
several non-members in the audience, this year’s
attendance was the largest to date.

During this past period the Section’s priority was
to encourage membership growth and in this
sense ensure its future visibility and maintain
continued interest in the field.  We close this
period with a strong membership of 73
members, many of them new to LASA and to the
Section.  We also increased our commitment to
grant prizes for best paper presented during
LASA2006 and best article.  Awards will be
given at the following LASA meeting.

New officers are Co-Chairs Ann Blum and Ann
Zulowski; Secretary/Treasurer Adam Warren;
and Council Members Claudia Agostoni, Martha

Bustillos-Hernandez, Mario Pecheny, and Ana
Maria Kapelusz Poppi.

Labor Studies
Jean F. Mayer, Secretary-Treasurer

The Section’s Business Meeting was held on
March 17, during LASA2006.  The meeting was
led by Jean F. Mayer, Secretary-Treasurer of the
Section, as Section Chair Salvador Sandoval
could not attend the Congress.  Nineteen
members were in attendance during the Business
Meeting. 

The winners of the Section’s Best Book and Best
Article/Book Chapter Prizes were announced.
The winner for Best Book was Katrina Burgess’
Parties and Unions in the New Global Economy
(2004).  The winner for Best Article/Book
Chapter was Gregory S. Crider for his “Radical
Rhetoric, Repressive Rule: Sindicato Power in
the Atlixco (Mexico) Countryside in the Early
Twentieth Century”, in Thomas Summerhill and
James Scott (eds.), Transatlantic Rebels: Agrarian
Radicalism in Comparative Perspective (East
Lansing: Michigan University Press, 2004), pp.
193-200.  The jury also awarded an Honorable
Mention to Peter Ranis’ “Argentina’s Worker-
Occupied Factories and Enterprises”, in
Socialism and Democracy, Vol. 19, No. 3,
November 2005, 93-115.  Each of the two
awards consists of a US$150 reimbursement for
purchased books.

Other than maintaining this award process, the
Section, through its ex-Chair Joel Stillerman and
other members of a LASA-designated taskforce,
continued its scrutiny of the labor conditions of
workers in hotels where the Association holds its
Congresses.  The Section is also exploring the
possibility of holding a Mini-Conference before
the 2007 LASA Congress, in which labor
practitioners from Latin America could take an
active part.  The Section would fund in part the
trip of these practitioners.  The Labor Section
also wishes to co-sponsor a panel with other
LASA Sections at the next LASA Congress, in
order to enhance the quality and intensity of
exchanges with other LASA groups.  The exact
nature of this co-sponsored panel will be worked
out in the next few months.

At the time of writing, the Executive Committee
of the Section was comprised of: Chair Salvador
Sandoval (departing); Secretary-Treasurer Jean F.
Mayer; Councilor Fernando Leiva; Councilor
Shareen Hertel; and Councilor Mark Anner.

Latin America and the Pacific Rim
Neantro Saavedra-Rivano, Co-chair

The Business Meeting at LASA2006 was called
to order by Neantro Saavedra-Rivano, presiding
as Co-Chair.  (Co-Chair Blake Locklin was
unable to attend.)

After verifying the presence of ten Section
members, less than the requisite quorum, it was
decided to proceed with the meeting on an
informal basis.  In addition to Neantro Saavedra-
Rivano, the meeting was attended by the
treasurer, Rubén Berríos, and two other members
of the Executive Council, Shigeru Kochi and
Gonzalo Paz.  A report on activities was
presented by Neantro Saavedra-Rivano,
including the preparation of the Section panel as
well as the organization of a joint panel together
with the Section on Europe and Latin America.
There was also a report on relations with a new
academic organization, the Council on Latin
American Studies of Asia and Oceania (CELAO),
and on participation by the Co-Chair in its first
International Conference (Melbourne, July
2005).  The meeting also heard a report on the
completion of work on the preparation of a mail
list by Blake Locklin and details about this were
sent soon afterwards to members (by e-mail).

In the absence of quorum it was decided to
proceed to the election of officers by e-mail.  
The Section members present discussed names 
of possible candidates for the various positions.  
It was decided that the meeting chair would
contact them about their availability and also
conduct the elections.  After consultations, a
single list of officers was presented to the
membership.  The electoral process was
completed on April 7, 2006 with 20 section
members voting unanimously for the proposed
list.  The results of the election were as follows:
Shigeru Kochi and Gonzalo Paz, (Co-Chairs);
Rubén Berríos (Secretary-Treasurer); and
Executive Council Members Kathleen Lopez,
Rubén de Hoyos, Won-Ho Kim, and Neantro
Saavedra-Rivano.

Latina/o Studies
Norma Chinchilla, Co-Chair

The LASA Latina/o Studies Section hosted a
number of events at the 2006 International
Congress in Puerto Rico:  two panel/workshop
sessions on issues confronting Latina/o Studies in
relationship to Latin American Studies; two
thematic sessions (one on immigrant family
separation and reunification and one on racism);
a Business Meeting attended by 25 members, and
a reception co-hosted with Palgrave (publishers
of the Latina/o Studies Journal).  All the events
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were well attended and generated lively
discussions.  Panelists and attendees at the
workshops agreed to continue their
conversations about issues facing Latina/o studies
in relation to Latin American studies via email
and the Section website and through short
contributions to the LASA Forum.  

The Latina/o Studies Section membership has
grown significantly in recent years.  Nominations
for new officers and for members of awards
committees (Dissertation and Public Intellectual
awards) were solicited at the Business Meeting.
In a subsequent election conducted by email, the
following new Section officers were elected:  
Co-Chairs: Aldo Lauría Santiago and Eusebio
Rodríguez; Secretary/Treasurer: Mari Canstañeda
Paredes; Communications Director (and
webmaster): Christian Muench; Graduate
Student Liaison: Carlos Enrique Alemán Torres.
Outgoing officers are Co-Chairs Norma
Chinchilla and Victor Ortiz, and
Secretary/Treasurer Viviana Rangil.  Viviana
Rangil was congratulated for the dedicated
leadership and continuity she has given to the
Section during her two terms of service. 

Among plans for the future are: stimulating
public discussions about issues facing Latina/o
Studies in relation to Latin American Studies
through the Section webpage and the LASA
Forum, at related professional conferences, and
in contacts with related professional
organizations; and establishing stronger ties
between the Section and interested research and
teaching centers and individual scholars outside
the United States.  Contributions to the Section
website are warmly encouraged and should be
sent to <c.muench@em.uni.frankfurt.de>.

Law and Society
Renzo Honores and Viviana Kluger, Co-Chairs

In attendance at the Business Meeting at
LASA2006 were Jorge Zaverucha , Mark Ungar,
Kif Augustine, Joseph Page, Renzo Honores,
Victor M. Uribe-Uran.  According to the Section
Manual there was a quorum.  Co-chairs Viviana
Kluger and Renzo Honores presented a brief
report on the status of the Section.  Enrollment
seems healthy.  Still, everyone was urged to
renew membership in order that the Section will
not lose the three panels it is entitled to sponsor.
After an exchange of opinions on how to
increase numbers, Farid Benavides-Vanegas,
Fernando Barrio and Diego Sánchez volunteered
to make the necessary connections to some
institutions whose members may be interesting in
joining.

The Section has awarded five grants: $350 each
to Jorge Zaverucha and Viviana Kluger, and
$200 each to Lucia Dammert, Farid Benavides-
Vanegas and Diana Kapiszewski.  The Section
budget seems healthy too; the only major
expenditure the Section has incurred is a
contribution to the “Prisons in Crisis” project
handled by Mark Ungar and the payment of part
of a dinner at a local restaurant following the
meeting.

As it is healthy to rotate chair’s position, Viviana
Kluger, who has served as co-chair since March
2003, will no longer Co-Chair.  Renzo Honores
is re-elected as a backup Chair for another
conference cycle, until the next Congress.  Mark
Ungar was elected new Co-Chair.  The decision
on elections will be sent electronically to Section
members for ratification.  The Section thanks
Viviana Kluger for her work.

Carlos Aguirre, who has been in charge of the
Section’s web site for a long time, explains that
owing to heavy duties, he can’t continue serving
the Section.  In his place, Viviana Kluger will be
in charge.  Participants agreed that the new
Chair should be given some discretion to explore
spending a modest monthly amount from the
section’s budget to pay a webmaster.

A committee formed by Kif Augustine Adams,
Henry Chip Carey, Mark Ungar and Silvia Inclan
will decide on the mechanism to give the Margaret
Popkin Award, based on certain parameters: a)
The papers should deal with Law and Society
issues; b) It will be given to LASLA members
presenting papers at LASA Congresses; c) An
award will be given to those who have already
presented papers at LASA 2006; d) There will be a
Call for the 2007 Award; and e) The committee
will send the reference terms to all the Section.

Following precedent it is proposed that the
Section brainstorm on possible topics for panels
in the forthcoming Congress.  The following list
of themes and individuals will be in charge of
receiving or requesting paper proposals, hoping
to put together a competitive panel.  The first
three that materialize will likely be the ones
sponsored; the others could be submitted to the
Law and Jurisprudence Track.  The list includes:
a) Comisiones de la verdad- Seguimiento de los
debates.-Secuelas judiciales, Carlos Aguirre and
Cath Collins; b) Derechos Humanos y
Desarrollo Económico, Meredith Fensom; c)
Reforma de sistemas de administración de
Justicia-Derechos indígenas y justicia
comunitaria, Rachel Sieder; d) Género y
Derecho, Victoria Chenault; e) Due process,
Henry Chip Carey;  f) Juventud y Delito, Mark
Ungar; g) Intersecciones étnicas, Farid

Benavides-Vanegas; h) Formas populares de
castigo en sociedades latinoamericanas, Mauricio
Rojas; i) Derecho, tecnología e impacto en la
sociedad, Fernando Barrio; j) Derecho e
independencia. Impactos sobre el siglo XIX, Jeff
Shumway; and k) Politización de la justicia o
judicialización de la política, Joseph Thorne.

The Grant Committee for LASA 2007 will be
formed by Renzo Honores, Rachel Sieder and
Antonio Azuela de la Cueva.

Peru
Christina Ewig, Secretary-Treasurer

The Peru Section meeting at LASA2006 was
attended by thirty-eight people.  The Section
established a new best-practices policy of having
Co-Chairs, with at least one of these chairs to be
a resident of Latin America.  At the meeting the
membership elected Paulo Drinot and Nicolás
Lynch as Section Co-Chairs and two new
Council members: Laura Balbuena González and
Mary Beth Tierney.  Continuing are Christina
Ewig as Secretary Treasurer and Teivo Teivainen
and Juan Carlos Galdo as Council members.  Ex-
oficio Council members are Section webmaster
Mark Cox of Presbyterian College and outgoing
Chair Patricia Ledesma of Northwestern
University.

The Section granted two travel grants of $1,000
each to attend the LASA2006 Congress.
Winners of this competition were María Eugenia
Ulfe and Humberto Rodríguez Sequeiros, both of
the Universidad Católica.  At LASA2006 the
Section organized three panels and co-hosted a
reception with the Ecuadorian Studies Section.
At the meeting members discussed future criteria
for travel grants.  The final criteria were decided
via a web survey sent to the entire membership
and will be posted on the Section’s website.  Also
discussed were panel selection criteria, in which
the membership agreed that this process should
be as open as possible and attempt to attract
Peruvians and Peruvianists who do not usually
participate in LASA.

Section plans for the future include the donation
of books written by Section members to Peru’s
Biblioteca Nacional.  Members may send books
for donation to Patricia Ledesma (c/o Finance
Department, Kellogg School of Management,
Northwestern University, 2001 Sheridan Road,
Evanston, Illinois 60208-2001) who will send
them to the Biblioteca Nacional.  The Section
will also establish a special travel grant fund to
expand the number of travel grants we provide.
Prior to the next LASA Congress the Section will
also host a conference in one of the provinces of
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Peru.  Topics for the conference will be discussed
over the member listserv.

Political Institutions (LAPIS)
Michelle Taylor-Robinson, Chair

The Section met on March 16 for its Business
Meeting.  LAPIS currently has 134 members, and
the Section sponsored three panels at the 2006
LASA: one on executive-legislative relations; one
about judicial systems; and one about parties and
party systems. 

Peter Siavelis, chair of the Best Paper Award
Committee for papers presented at LASA2005,
announced the winners of the faculty and student
paper awards.  Marisa Kellam of UCLA won the
best student paper award.  Ernesto Calvo and
Juan Pablo Micozzi co-authored the best faculty
paper, and Bruce Wilson was runner-up for the
faculty best paper award.  LAPIS will continue to
give best paper awards at the next conference,
with a new Selection Committee to be appointed
by the new Section Chair.

LAPIS inaugurated its travel award program for
Latin American scholars at universities in Latin
America, giving papers on LAPIS panels, with two
inaugural recipients:  Gabriel Negretto at CIDE
and Agustín Grijalva at Universidad Andina.
Steve Wuhs of the University of Redlands will set
up a committee to establish an electronic
newsletter for LAPIS.

Joy Langston was chosen by acclamation to be the
new Section Chair.  Leslie Schwindt-Bayer agreed
to continue to serve as Treasurer.  LAPIS also
elected three council members: Gregg “Bagel”
Johnson, Jóhanna Birnir, and Ernesto Calvo.  Kirk
Hawkins continues to maintain the LAPIS
webpage and listserv.

Rural Studies/Estudios Rurales
Neil Harvey, Chair

Durante este período la principal actividad fue la
organización de las sesiones y paneles del
Congreso de Puerto Rico en marzo de 2006.  La
Sección propuso dos sesiones especiales de la
Sección, y ambas fueron aceptadas: Donna
Chollett, Crisis de las Industrias Azucareras; y Tim
Wise, Globalization and Agriculture: Lessons from
the Americas.  Fueron bien recibidas y la Sección
propuso que LASA no programe este tipo de
sesiones en el primer día del Congreso, debido a
que muchos asistentes todavía no llegaban.

Neil Harvey y Niurka Pérez trabajaron como
track chairs para Agrarian and Rural Issues.
Recomendaron 21 paneles (incluyendo cuatro que

formamos de propuestas de ponencias
individuales).  También la Sección organizó una
recepción después de su reunión de trabajo el 16
de marzo que fue bien concurrida.

No se pudo organizar una salida al campo antes
del Congreso de Puerto Rico, como se hizo en
Las Vegas.  Sin embargo, decidimos dar
prioridad a esta actividad en el próximo
Congreso en septiembre de 2007.  Otras
actividades que queremos promover es el apoyo
a estudiantes para que participen en el Congreso
de LASA y la invitación a dirigentes campesinos.

La Sección mantuvo su lista electrónica durante
este período, aunque se detectaron algunos
problemas de comunicación, los cuales
resolveremos actualizando dicha lista.

Para el período abril 2006-octubre 2007 el Chair
de la Sección será Horacio Mackinlay, y el Co-
Chair será Cliff Welch.  Kerry Preibisch seguirá
como secretaria/tesorera.

Scholarly Research & Resources
Pamela Graham, Chair

The Business Meeting took place March 16,
2006; 25 persons attended.  Carolyn Palaima of
the Latin America Network Information Center
(LANIC) demonstrated a new project to create a
digital archive of Latin American government
documents published on the Internet
<http://lanic.utexas.edu/project/archives/lagda>.
Scott Van Jacob, Director of the Latin American
Research Resources Project, LARRP, gave us an
update on the project and we discussed ways of
promoting LARRP within LASA via the Section.
Sandy Thatcher of Penn State Press spoke on
issues surrounding Google’s digitization projects.
The meeting was followed by a Section
reception.

Pamela Graham completed her term as Section
Chair and will be replaced by Anne Barnhart. 

The Section sponsored two panels at this year’s
LASA:  Virtual Wine, Virtual Bottle: Research
Resources in the Digital Age, focusing on
products developed through the Latin
Americanist Research Resources Project, LARRP,
which is part of the Global Resource Network;
and Caribbean Treasures: Collections, Archives,
and Digital Resources, which featured
presentations on Caribbean research resources
held in U.S. and Caribbean collections.  Several
Section members also attended an independently
organized workshop, Research and Scholarly
Communication in Latin American Studies,
which brought together scholars from various
disciplines (history, political science, languages

and literature, cultural studies) along with library
and information specialists to discuss current and
future trends in research in Latin American
Studies.

Sexualities Studies 
Carlos Decena and Susana Peña, Co-Chairs

This year the Section co-organized the
Colloquium on Latin American Sexualities at the
University of Puerto Rico’s Rio Piedras campus.
The colloquium’s keynote panel, “Scholarship
and Debates about the LGBTIQQ Community in
Puerto Rico,” included presentations by Lcda.
Janice M. Gutiérrez Lacourt, Javier Laureano
Pérez (University of Puerto Rico), and Olga
Orraca Paredes, and commentary by Denilson
Lopes (Universidade de Brasília).  The
colloquium also included structured discussion
sections, a reception at UPR’s Museum, a queer
poetry reading, and a screening of short films on
gender and sexuality, as part of the Festival de
Cortometrajes at UPR.  The colloquium was
made possible by the generous support of our
institutional and individual sponsors.  Section
Co-Chairs co-organized this event with Yolanda
Martínez San-Miguel (UPENN) and Gloria D.
Prosper-Sánchez (UPR-Río Piedras).

The Section also sponsored two panels:
“Instigating Matters in Latin American
Sexualities,” organized by Horacio Sívori (Univ.
Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) and A.
Cymene Howe (Cornell University) and “Latin
American Migration, Gender, and Sexuality,”
organized by Héctor Carrillo (University of
California, San Francisco) and Victoria
González-Rivera (San Diego State University).

At our Business Meeting held on March 16 and
attended by 33 section members, we approved
minutes from our 2005 Business Meeting,
reported on the year’s activities and budget,
discussed the Colloquium and how a similar
event might be improved in the future, and
discussed possible formal collaboration between
the Section and International Resource Network
(CLAGS).  Last, but not least, Jossianna Arroyo
and Raul Rubio were elected as new Co-Chairs;
Dara Goldman was re-elected as Secretary-
Treasurer; and Florence Babb, Daniel Balderston,
Carlos Decena, James Green, Lawrence La
Fountain-Stokes, and Susana Peña were elected
as Council Members. 
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Southern Cone Studies
Laura Demaría and Alvaro Kaempfer, Co-Chairs

The Southern Cone Section is fully operational,
with Laura Demaría and Alvaro Kaempfer as
Co-Chairs, and Ángel Tuninetti as Treasurer.
Laura Demaría also serves as listserv
administrator.  The listserv is based at the
University of Maryland-College Park, open to
non-members, and there are more than 300
subscriptions.

For the LASA2006 Congress, the Section
organized three workshops.  The first, entitled
“Lo que queda en el después: Reflexiones a 30
años del último golpe militar en Argentina” had
as Chair Laura Demaría.  Participants included
Jorgelina Corbatta, Celina Manzoni, Carlos
Waisman, and Ryan Centner.  The second,
entitled “Repensar el Cono Sur en el Siglo XXI”,
had as discussants Ana Pizarro Moreno and
Mabel Moraña, with Alvaro Kaempfer as Chair.
The third, “Recent Forms of Political
Participation in the Cono Sur Countries” had as
Chair Edward Epstein, and as participants Philip
Oxhorn, Diana Kapiszewski and Christopher
Cardona.

Funds from the Section were used to pay for the
expenses of Prof. Ana Pizarro Moreno.

During the Business Meeting, Laura Demaría
and Alvaro Kaempfer were confirmed to
continue as Co-Chairs.  Ángel Tuninetti will
continue as Treasurer for another term. 

As future initiatives the Section is considering
organizing a pre-LASA2007 Congress workshop
in order to bring together people not only
working in different disciplines in the Southern
Cone but also in different locations.

Venezuelan Studies (SVS)
Daniel Hellinger, Chair/President, 
and Cathy A. Rakowski, Secretary-Treasurer

The main activities of the Section during the last
18 months were: 1) establishment of a writing
award; 2) preliminary efforts to organize a
second conference to be held in Venezuela; 3)
Section elections; 4) maintenance of a web page
and e-mail list of members.  Council members
decided, following the Las Vegas Congress, to
organize a writing competition.  After
considerable on-line discussion of diverse ideas, it
was decided to offer between 2-4 scholarly
writing awards, depending on the number of
submissions received.  In principle, there would
be two “professional” level awards, with one for
social sciences and related disciplines and the
other for humanities and related disciplines.
There also would be 1-2 student writing awards.

The Award for Distinctive Scholarship on
Venezuela, professional category, social sciences
and similar areas, was made to David Hansen
and Kirk Hawkins, Brigham Young University,
for “Dependent Civil Society: The Círculos
Bolivarianos in Venezuela.” Latin American
Research Review 41, 1, 2006.  The Committee
also awarded honorable mention in this category
to Clara Irazábal, School of Planning, Policy and
Development at the University of California, Los
Angeles, for “A Planned City Comes of Age:
Rethinking Ciudad Guayana Today.” Journal of
Latin American Geography 3, 1, 2004.

The Award for Distinctive Scholarship on
Venezuela, professional category, humanities and
related, was made to Verónica Zubillaga,
independent investigator affiliated with the
Centro de Investigaciones Sociales (CISOR) y
Laboratorio de Ciencias Sociales (LACSO),
Caracas, for “Los varones y sus clamores: los
sentidos de la demanda de respeto y las lógicas
de la violencia entre jóvenes de vida violenta de
barrios en Caracas.” This paper was presented at
the panel on “Globalization and New
Subjectivities, Movements and Rupture” at the
meeting of the International Sociological
Association, June 2004, Paris.

The Award for Distinctive Scholarship on
Venezuela, student category, was made to Olga
González-Silen, Harvard University, for
“Vícitmas del progreso: Los ferrocarriles, sus
accidentes y la sociedad en las postrimerías del
siglo XIX.” This paper was presented at
LASA2004 in Las Vegas.  Awardees will receive
a certificate and a small monetary award. The
student award includes a membership to LASA
and the Section.

Following the Las Vegas LASA2004 Congress,
several Section members based in Caracas met to
discuss and begin work on organizing a second
Section-sponsored conference.  However,
deteriorating political conditions in Venezuela
forced them to abandon these plans.  At the
business meeting, several people volunteered to
meet in Caracas and continue plans.  Two
possible time frames were proposed—one before
the next LASA Congress in September 2007, the
other following the Congress and to possibly
coincide with a symposium to be held at
Universidad Metropolitana.

Of 123 voting members in March 2006, only 46
voted even though several solicitations of votes
were sent out over a period of five weeks.
Daniel Hellinger was nominated and approved
for a second term as Chair/Presidente.  Seven
persons were nominated as Council members
and five of these were elected to Council.  The
two remaining persons were contacted and
invited to work as ad hoc, non voting members.

Both agreed.  The new Council members are:
María Auxiliadora Alvarez, Daniel Levine, Kim
Morse, (elected for another term); Raúl Sánchez
Urribarrí, and T. M. (Tomás) Scruggs.
Continuing Council members are: Magaly
Sánchez, David Smilde, Miguel Tinker Salas,
Margarita López-Maya, and Valia Pereira.  And
the two ad hoc members are: Elisabeth Nichols
and Elda Stanco.

The web page continues to be hosted by the
server at the University of Michigan and its
upkeep is handled by Margaret Martin, who
designed the website.  Georgetown University’s
Venezuela Program and Center for Latin
American Studies have established a link to our
web page on their web page.

Our “vennet” e-mail list is housed on the server
at The Ohio State University and is maintained
by the Secretary, Cathy Rakowski.  There are
over 300 persons affiliated with the list.  It is
used to send out requests for assistance (i.e., for
researchers seeking lodging or contacts in
Venezuela) and to announce publications, calls
for papers, grants, and conferences.  Margaret
Martin also moderates a discussion site—
svspol—on Yahoo.  But there has been no little
activity since the referendum in 2004.

The latter part of the Business Meeting in San
Juan was devoted to a discussion of two related
issues: first, the problems associated with
meeting in the United States or even at U.S.-
owned hotels (Section members present strongly
supported moving future meetings outside the
United States); and a recent experience of Miguel
Tinker Salas, in which he was visited by
representatives of the FBI who grilled him about
contacts with Venezuela and pressured him to
participate in the preparation of a “profile” of
the “Venezuelan community” in California.
They told him they intended to visit other
Venezuelan studies scholars with the same
request.  An intense discussion and requests for
clarification followed.  It was decided that the
Section officers should draft a resolution and
present it to LASA, asking that LASA take a
position and future action.
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