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SOUTHEAST CONFERENGE ON LATIN AMBERICAN STUDIES: SECOLAS will hold a meeting April 15-17, 1971,
at the University of Georgia, Athens, The theme of the conference will be "Latin America. and
the Contemporary World: Evolving International Relationships", Also a special round table dis-
cussion with the presidents of the Regional Councils for Latin American Studies is planned,
Pre-registration forms and further information concerning the April meeting can be obtained from
the Center for Continuing Education, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 30601.

PACIFIC COAST COUNCIL ON LATIN AMFRICAN STUDIES:: The sixteenth annual meeting of the PCCLAS
took place on November 5-7, 1970, at the University of California at Santa Barbara, "Environ-
ment '70: Latin America in the New Decade" was the theme of the meeting, Seasion chairmen
included Ben G, Burnett (Whittier College), Fr. Norman F, Martin, S.J.(Santa Clara Univ,),
Joseph Sommers (Univ, of Washington), Robert M, Williams and Ralph Beals (Univ, of California
at Los Angeles) and Rollie Poppino (Univ. of California at Davis), Over 200 people from all
the Pacific Coast membership area attended,

MALAS: The Midwest Association for Latin American Studies will meet at the University of Kansas
in Lawrence in 1971. Attendance was about 100 at the 1970 meeting at the University of Nebraska,
Publications covering the Midwest Assoclation's meetings in 1967, 1968, and 1969 are
now available:
Bachmura, Frank T,, ed, Human Resources in Latin America, Bloomington: Bureau of
Business Research, Graduate School of Business, Indiana University, 1968.
212p.  $4.95.
Fleener, Charles J, and Harry J, Cargas, Religious and Cultural Factors in Latin
America., St. Louis: University, 1970, 159p. $3.95.

Rippy, Merrill, ed.  Cultural Change in Brazil. Muncie: Ball State Univ, 1970, 113p.

MIIWEST CENTER DIRECTORS: The second conference of Directors of Centers of Latin American Studies
in the Midwest was held at the University of Wisconsin on October 17-18. Among the 35 people atten-
ding were many center and institute directors as well as representatives from the Department of
Hoglth, Education and Welfare and the Department of State, The group will meet again next fall in
Lawrence, Kansas, either just before or just after the MALAS meeting,

NEW ENGLAND COUNCIL ON LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES: The New England Council on Latin American Studies
(NECLAS) met November 14 at Brandeis University in Massachusetts, In the morning James N. Goodgell
{Christian Science Monitor) served as chairman for a panel discussion on "The Problems om.ma:nw»:m
mzwm=u and Robert mo&mmr.Acawd. of Massachusetts) led the afternoon discussion entitled "Militarism
in Latin America". The luncheon speaker was John Plank (Univ, of Connecticut) who also uoﬂdmm mm.
LASA's representative to the meeting, Approximately 150 attended the session,
Currently, NECLAS has 171 individual members and 16 institutional members,

Hamill (Univ, of Connecticut) is president of the new Council, Hogh
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RESOLUTION BALLOTS COUNTED: Votes have been counted for the nine resolutions presented to LASA's
voting membership by mail ballot, Over 1,000 ballots were mailed out, but only 564 persons voted
and returned their ballots,

The resolution which passed with the largest majority was "On the Availability of
North American Scholarship in Latin America", It endorses LASA project to publish U,S., dissertations
for distribution in Latin America and recommends that North American scholars do all possible to make
thelr research available in Latin America, It was approved 498 to 56 with 10 abstentions,

"On the Freedom of Scholarly Communication" The resolution "On Funding" was dis-

was approved 367 to 180 with 17 abstentions, It approved by a vote of 325 to 217 with 22 ab-
ingists that Cuban scholars should have full access stentions, Those voting thus rejected "the
to U.S, libraries, archives, universities and schol- importance and the validity of studying the
ars, and deplores actions of the U.S. Government structures and mechanism through which the ex-
that bar Cuban scholars from this country. . ploitation of Latin America is sustained" as

"On a Journal of Opinion" was approved 367 well as raising funds for the examination of
to 174 with 23 abstentions, It asks for promotion the colonial relationships of the United States
of the establishment of such a journal. with the Latin American countries,

"On Oppression in Brazil" was approved 356 to The resolution "On Women" was rejected by
195 with 13 abstentions. It asks for an end to aca- a vote of 276 to 266 with 22 abstentions, It
demic purges, arbritrary arrests and torture, and asked for a special committee to be set up, for
calls upon the Government Relations Committee to LASA to promote the recruitment of more women
prepare a report on conditions in Brazil, graduate students, and that LASA promote the es-

"On the Free Exchange of Information" was tablishment of child day care centers by Latin
approved by 349 to 195 with 20 abstentions. It American Centers and departments,
calls on the Association to arrange for the acqui- U0On Intervention in the Dominican Republic"
sition and transmission to the newly organized Cen- was rejected by the voting membership 279 to 255
ter for Latin American Studies at the University of with 30 abstentions, It called on all nations to
Havana of all American university press books on abide strictly to Articles 15 and 17 of the OAS

Latin America published since 1961,

!

Charter and opposed OAS or United States involve-
ment in carrying out any humanitarian mission.

"On Political Repression" was rejected 306 to 232 with 26 abstentions, It asked LASA to
publicly condemn all cases of political repression against Latin Americanists in the United States,

Many LASA members wrote comments on their ballots, Soms were about particular reso-
lutions; others were more general in nature, One member wrote, ",,., I have just returned from Colom-
bia where in the course of my research I visited seven of their major universities, Most progressive,
reformist leadership in those institutions are attempting to depoliticize their posture in order to
gain greater influence in their society. The current resolution-mongering by LASA moves in the opposite
direction..."

Another wrote, "A professional and scholarly organization, such as LASA purports to be,
simply camnot allow itself to support partisan causes, however praiseworthy such causes may be in them-
selves..." And another commented, "I would hope LASA would devote its resources to academic matters,"
One asked, "Is there a tendency in resolution- statements toward polarizing LASA membership? I.would
consider any such tendency unfortunate,"

Another person sent in a blank ballot, but wrote "Right on!" beside the resolution “On
Women",

PROGRAM COMMITTEE FOR THIRD NATIONAL MEETING: The Program Committee for the Third National Meeting
(Professors Henry Landsberger, Chairman; Eldon Kenworthy; and Martin Stabb) once again most cordially
invites all members to submit suggestions for the November 1971 meeting to be held at the University
of Texas, Ausgtin, Texas, Please send 750-word abstracts of papers you wish to read; also send sugges-
tions concerning topics and panelists. For more details, see LASA Newsletter, November-December 1970,
Vol, 2, No, 1, Professor Landsberger's address is c/o Department of Sociology, University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514, Our deadline has passed, but it may be possible to
squeeze in ideas received later, depending on the relation between the suggestion and what the com-
mittee decides,



